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out of the soil. You were
looking down at your
loved one lying in a hole,
never to be seen again,”
he comments.
Americans were
not content to leave
their family members
in such unwelcoming
surroundings. This feeling
led to the American Rural
Cemetery Movement
in 1830 where beautiful
land with winding lanes,
trees, and well-cut
grass was selected to
build more attractive
areas. Landscapers and
architects were hired to
beautify the spots and
only the finest materials
were used for monuments
and mausoleums. The
word “graveyard” was
even replaced with
“cemetery,” the Greek
word for sleep.
Americans were also
repelled by the European
method of “leasing” an
appealing plot for several

Story and Pictures by Debra Ferrell

years before moving
loved ones to community
graves. They wanted
something permanent and
beautiful that they could
enjoy visiting.

“Like most kids, |
grew up thinking that
cemeteries were not
appealing places to go
and only went once
or twice a year to put
flowers on my families'
graves. Now, thanks to my
discovery of the wonderful
art these places contain,
they're one of my favorite
subjects!” he exclaims.

The chair of the art
department at Founders
College in South Boston,
Virginia, fondly recalls
how he (at age 24) began
his odyssey by driving to
New York City to explore
the art world. On a tight
budget, he slept on a
lawn chair in various

parking garages rented
for the night.

He fell in love with
the statue, “Mourning
Victory” which led him
to seek out the cemetery
monument that inspired
the sculpture by Daniel
Chester French, who also
did the Lincoln Memorial.
This exciting discovery
ignited his passion to visit
as many older cemeteries
as possible to photograph
their beauty to share with
his students.

He has taken pictures
of more than 1300
mausoleums at Woodlawn
Cemetery. During the
1880s-1920s, Woodlawn
Cemetery in New York
was the cool place to be
buried with the wealthy
constantly trying to
“one up" each other
by building ever-more
elaborate mausoleums.

“People loved their
mausoleums so much
back then, they often had
parties or cookouts on the
spot...sort of a barbeque
with a memory,” he
explains.

Exotic themes such as
an Egyptian tomb with
sphinxes could be found.
Huge monuments and
mausoleums were often
surrounded by trees
such as the seldom seen
Japanese maple. These
family plots were bought
and sold like pieces of
real estate when someone
wanted to build a bigger
place or move to a new
location.

Inside the mausoleums
were fabulous treasures
of stained glass, mosaics,
and sculptures. Lee feels
that cemeteries are one
of American's greatest
cultural phenomena with

neback in 1920.
se's fantastic
stographs made a
je impression on the
seum's audience as he
:ouraged spectators
«w 10p in their cars and
visit some of the country’s
great cemeteries.

Lee specializes in
late 19™ and early 20"
Century art from France,
America, Spain, Italy,
England and Canada. His
lectures on art history
and art appreciation have
been heard all over the
world and at universities
such as Yale, Duke,
and Harvard. Check
www.FoundersCollege.
com/c\Curriculum/
FineArtPrograms.html/ for
more information.



