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what's great,” said Sandstead. *|
went through the museum and
chose five pieces | think you can
learn something from.”

He and the production crew
spent two nights at the muscum,
14 hours the first shoot, from 5
p.m.-7 a.m., and from noon-3
a.m. the next evening

“It was unbelievably excit-
ing,” said Sandstead. “I'm so ['m
curious to see the editing.™

Based on the results of the
December show, sponsors will
decide whether they are going
to order a season of 12 to 14
shows.

“1 will know Jan. 1,” added the
art historian. “Cox Communica-
tions and the Travel Channel are
investing a lot in this show.”

A photographer as well as a
teacher, Sandstead says he de-
veloped his photography skills
“to help me teach art history, to
capture a monpument or art his-
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scrapers

FFor Sandstead, a passion for
art developed in college.

“Basically, 1 never grew up
with art, culture, travel,” he
explained. “I discovered that in
my mid-20s, and my sincerest
goal is 1o express all of those
things | found and love to an
audience.”

He was a philosophy major,
attending a philosophy con-
ference when someone  intro-
duced a collection of portraits,
landscapes and still lifes to the
students

“By looking at great imag-
ery, it can change you 10 sce
as that artist sces,” explained
Sandstead. “So, if you want to
see the world like Leonardo or
Michelangelo, look at his ar.™

The conference experience
prompted Sandstead “to look
around for the first time 1n
my life,” and when he did, he
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I talk about a chance and see if
they can make your life better,
because | know they have made
my life better.”

Bestof all, Sandstead’s high-
energy lectures do mobilize
his listeners. It happened at
the Travel Channel when one
of its officials heard him giv-
ing a lecture at George Mason
University

“She asked me to do a tour
of a museum for her marketing
people,” recalled the art histo-
rian. His audience loved it.

So; when the Travel Channel
had a mandate for an art show,
Sandstesd was recommended
for the slot, but he didn't get the
chance until they had conducted
a nationwide search, he notes.

With Dupre’s recently pub-
lished book with his photo-
graphs and his TV pilot, Sand-
stead has a lot of trons in the
fire. His excitement about the

Sandstead To Judge Danville Art Show

Local South Boston T.V. host,
art historian, and photographer
_ee Sandstead was chosen Lo
Judge the Danville Art League's
Fall Juried Exhibition.

“I was very honored (o be
chosen by the Danville Art
League to judge this Fall's
juried exhibition, and | look
forward to participating in the
Spring event in any way (hat
I can. There were scores of
quality works, and it was one of
the most interesting art-related
tasks that | have ever been in-
vited to participate in. | ook
my responsibilities seriously
and spent a great deal of time
looking at cach work: always
trying to understand each an-
ist's message.” As Cathy Farley
notes: “We look for jurors with
a strong background in art his-
tory who appreciate technical
skill, as well as the message
being conveyed.”

The Art League, Inc. and the
Danville Museum of Fine Ans
and History invite all members
and participants to a reception for
the exhibition on Sunday, from
4-6 p.m. at the museum with an
awards presentation at 5:15 p.m
Sandstead will present the awards
and offer bnef comments

Sandstead is an art historian
with a background in photog-
raphy and specializes in re-
searching and photographing
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American monuments. He has
studied in graduate schools in
Tennessee and New York City
Currently, he teaches art his-
tory for Founders College in
South Boston. He has lectured
al over 30 major institutions

including: Harvard, Yale and
Duke. His art-historical pho-
tography bas been published
in numerous books and pub-
lications, including: The New
York Times, Fortune, Ms.,
Preservation Magazine, Style

1900, The New York Post, and
American Cemetery Magazine.
Most recently, be was chosen
to host an art-history related
travel show for a major cable
network. The for-air pilot will
air the week of Dec. 17




