Newcomerstown grad stars
in Travel Channel show

He's a photographer, an art
historian, an art adventur-
er, and now, Lee Sandstead
— a Newcomerstown High
School graduate and son of
Newcomerstown resident Judy
Sandstead — combines all
three for a new show on the
Travel Chanrel (o air at 8 p.m.
on Friday, Dec. 21

“This has been an unbeliev-
able expenence. | have been
working with the Discovery/
Travel Channel for over 20
months, and T am incredibly
impressed with the quality of
their management and pro-
duction teams. The show will
feature me travelling around
the world discussing great art.
That's sounds like the perfect
job 1o me!” The for-air pilot
was filmed this past October at
the Meiropolitan Museum of

Arn New York City.

After a nauonwide search,
Sandstead was chosen for the
show because of his highly-
contagious passion for an, his
experience in academia, and
his love for world travel, or
as he says “grand art adven-
tures.”

“1 discovered art and world
travel in my early 20s, where
I would spend one-month
out of the year back-packing
around Europe. Travelling
from civic morument, 10
ancient church, o forgoten
cemetery to grand museum, |
completely immersed myself
in ancient cultures. [ love to
travel, but I have never been
interested in spending months
climbing some remote moun-
tain,” he said. “My ideal ume
is camping in fromt of a great
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monument and studying it for
days!”

When asked what his favorite
art adventure was, he fondly
remembers: “One weekend, |
drove 2,200 miles roundtrp
from New lJersey (o Des
Moines, lowa. [ left New
Jersey early Saturday morming,

I photographed the monument

in Des Moines at sunset, slept
in the car at its base, photo-

graphed it again at sunnse, and
drove the 1,100 miles back to
New Jersey where | was home
for a late Sunday dinmer. All in
two days!™

Sandstead is an art historan
with a background in pho-
tography and specializes in
researching and photographing
American monuments.

After  graduating from
Newcomerstown High School
in 1990, he has studied in grad-
uate schools in Tennessee and
New York City.

Currently, he teaches amt his-
tory for Founders College in
South Boston, Va. He has lec-
tured at over 30 major institu-
dons including: Harvard, Yale
and Duke,

His art-historical photography
has been published in numer-
ous books amd publications,
including: The New York Times,
Fortune, Ms., Preservation
Magazine, Sryle 1900, The
New York Post, and American
Cemetery Magazine.




