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On Third Tour, Iron Horse Does PR in Iraq
By Katie Cash

MTSU and graduated in 1997

and publishing. “I’m a firm be-

cording Industry and has minors
in marketing and public relations.
Eight-and-a-half years later, in
2000, he was back in the Army.
During a tour in Germany,
he found a desire to spread music around the world. “I found
there was a lot of good, popular
music in Europe that never saw
the light of day in the U.S. or was
slow in getting to us,” he said.
While at MTSU, he became
interested in artist management

music videos,” Crabtree said.
Crabtree played a few instruments in high school and college.
He played the guitar in college.
He doesn’t consider himself a
musician because, he says, they
play on a regular basis.
He is a soldier and Public
Affairs officer. “It’s kind of like
Jack Black said in the movie,
School of Rock- ‘ those who can’t
do, teach; those who can’t teach,
teach gym,” Crabtree said.

Many students of mass com- with a B.S. in mass communica- liever that the art of making muCollege of
munication
at MTSU hardly ever tion with a concentration in Re- sic should take precedent over
Mass Communication
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know where they will end up after graduation. Many people who
have graduated still do not. Captain Philip “Iron horse” Crabtree was one of those people.
During high school, in 1988,
he joined the Army. “At least it
beat cooking Whoppers at Burger
King,” he said. He spent his junior
and senior year summers at Basic
Training. He left in 1991 and went
to work for State Farm Insurance
in Murfreesboro. He attended

Captain Philip Crabtree

Public affairs fell into his lap.
He needed surgery on his foot
after getting back from Iraq in
2004. He decided to do someContinured on page 16

Chairholder Clark Speaks on Technology’s Impact

WMOT

By Jamie Lovett

John Siegenthaler
Chair of Excellence

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence Chairholder Chris Clark
Mass Comm
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Siegenthaler Chair of
Excellence Chairholder
and veteran newscaster
Chris Clark spoke on
April 15 about new technology and how it relates
to news, media and First
Amendment rights.
His talk, “Changing
Technology,
Evolving
News,” was given to an
audience of about 30 in
the Keathly University
Journalism

RI

Center Theater.
Clark opened his presentation with news videos of the
tornado that touched down
in Nashville 10 years ago. The
video included footage of the
tornado itself, the destruction
it caused and panicked citizens during the disaster and
its aftermath.
“This is what television
does best,” said Clark. “Covering breaking news.”
After the video, Clark
went on to talk about the
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WMOT

large amount of unrestricted
freedoms. The press had to
print everything and anything
immediately following the
American Revolution.
“It was American free expression running amok, and
everyone survived just fine,
thank you,” said Clark.
This led to Clark talking
about the coming of television,
the Federal Communications
Commission, the Equal Time
Doctrine and the path televi-

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence

continued on page 31



College of Mass Communication
Alum Travels World as TV Host
By Cati Scott
MTSU alumni and art-

Alum Does Best Work historian Lee Sandstead (‘96)
recently hosted an art educaon Drugs, p. 3
RI Students Land
Internships, p. 4

tion TV show for The Travel
Channel.
The show, “Art Attack with
Lee Sandstead,” premiered on
Dec. 21, 2007.
As host of the show, Sandstead visits museums around
the world and talks about specific pieces of art.
Prior to hosting the show,
Sandstead traveled around the
country speaking and giving
lectures.

Lee Sandstead
Mass Comm
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When he was giving a lecture at George Mason University, a vice president of the
Discovery Channel was in attendance.
After his lecture, the vice
president approached him
and asked if he would give a
museum tour for a group of
her marketing people at the
National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. He did, and
they loved it.
Soon after, Sandstead
headed a series of tours at
the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. This connection opened up the opportunity for the host spot of the
art show.
Before “Episode 1” was
filmed, a test pilot was filmed
and aired for internal use only.
The second for-air pilot aired
in December as “Episode 1.”
The pilot was shot with
two overnight filmings at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York City. The opening scene of the show was shot
at 4 a.m. on the last day of the
shoot.
“I’m a morning person,”
said Sandstead. “The over-
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Travel Channel camera crews at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. filming a statue, by an unknown artist.
night shoots weren’t bad.”
In order to pick the location, Sandstead and the show’s
executives collaborated on
where they should shoot.
Due to the popularity of
the museum, the final decision was the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.
As for the artwork, Sandstead knew exactly which
pieces he wanted to talk about.
He chose artwork he thought,
“would be heavy hitters and
deals with human values”
which could be related to the
audience.
The artwork chosen included: “Madame X” by John
Singer Sargent, “Madonna
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and Child” by Duccio di Buoninsegna, “George Washington Crossing the Delaware” by
Emmanuel Leutz, the Temple
of Dendur and a Greek statue
by an unknown artist.
On Jan. 30, the network
decided to pick up the show
and film eight more episodes,
which are scheduled to air this
summer. The locations are still
being decided.
“Right now, we are thinking of five in Europe and three
in the United States. The big
ones of course, Prado, Louvre,
National Gallery, British Museum, etc. In America, Museum of Fine Arts in Boston,

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence

continued on page 3
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Alum Does Some of his Best Work on Drugs
By Kelley Ferguson
Many probably remember
the ads that pictured young
children paired with headlines like, “Can you find the
drug dealer in this picture?”
During his career in advertising, MTSU graduate
Garry Haralambou has had
many accomplishments.
To him, none are quite as
noteworthy as his work with
the Partnership for a DrugFree America print ads.
The ads began running in
the late ‘80s and continued
for over 15 years.

According to Haralambou’s
Web site, the series of print
ads were the longest running
in the history of Partnership
for a Drug-Free America.
One ad was featured on the
back of over 19 million phone
books.
“If (the ads) convinced
anyone to talk to their young
child about drugs, it was worth
it,” said Haralambou.
Haralambou
graduated
from MTSU in 1978 with a
degree in telecommunications.
After finding the Nashville
job market a little too tough,

he moved his family to Jacksonville, Fla. where he still
lives today.
He picked the largest agency in town and applied there.
That agency was Cook
Marketing Communications.
Haralambou was hired and
stayed with Cook for 25 years,
until the company went under
after losing a large account.

“The education I received
at MTSU gave me confidence,”
said Haralambou.
Since then, Haralambou
has been freelancing.
Haralambou’s more recent
work includes print advertising for the Mayo Clinic, Citibank and Jacksonville University.
He also did a line of direct

mail pieces for Citibank.
“I have done my best work
since I left Cook,” said Haralambou.
He has also received numerous accolades, including
Angel awards for the Partnership for a Drug-Free America
print ads and several Addys.
To see more of Haralambou’s work or to contact him
directly, visit his Web site at
www.adwriter123.com.

Alum TV Host
continued from page 2

Philadelphia Museum of Art,
Art Institute in Chicago, The
Getty, etc.,” Sandstead said.
Sandstead studied art history at the University of Memphis in the graduate program.
His photography has been
published in The New York
Times, Fortune, Ms., Preservation Magazine, Style 1900,
The New York Post, American Cemetery Magazine and
Mass Comm

most recently, Monuments:
America’s History in Art and
Memory.
Sandstead is currently living in southern Virginia.
There, he initiated fine arts
and art history programs at
Founders College, a new fouryear liberal arts college in
South Boston, Va.
Garry Haralambou
Development
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RI Students Land Interesting Summer Internships

is published each spring
and fall semester by the:
MTSU
College of Mass Communication
MTSU Box 51
John T. Bragg
Mass Communication Building
Murfreesboro, TN 37132
(615) 898-2813
www.mtsu.edu/~masscomm

By Katie Cash
In May, two men will
graduate from MTSU, both
with a B.S. in mass communication. Both have spent
the last four years studying
in the recording industry.
Their lives are full of
deadlines, jobs, schoolwork
and internships.
Hunter Camp and Brad
Winters are future alumni of
MTSU with interesting internships.
Hunter Camp is a Recording Industry music business
major with a minor in entrepreneurship. His internship
is at the Song Writer’s Guild
of America.
“I got it by basically sending out my resume like crazy
and doing interviews, and
just got this one,” Camp
said.
Camp works in the royalties department, sending out
checks to songwriter’s, while
also coding royalty statements.
“I want to constantly
move up. What I want to do
Mass Comm

Brad Winters

Photos by Katie Cash

in the near future is work in
the marketing department
for a music distribution company, long term is to start a
company that will focus on
marketing for the new business model in the recording
industry,” he said.
Camp has landed a fulltime position as the assistant to Royalties at the Song
Writer’s Guild.
He starts May 5, two days
after graduation.
Winters is a music production major with a minor
in entertainment technologies.
Through the internship
program at school and because of a friend who is a
Development

Hunter Camp

house engineer at Sound
Stage Studios, he landed an
internship there.
“I do everything that
needs to be done, set up for
recording sessions, do small
projects for different engineers and producers that
work there, work on my own
projects, and basic cleaning,”
he said.
Winters is not entirely
sure what he is going to do.
“I’d like to go on the road
with a band as a live sound
engineer or tour manager,
and eventually have a really
good home studio to work
on small projects,” Winters
said.
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Wall of Famer Named President of DVL

By Kelley Ferguson

MTSU College of Mass
Communication Wall of Famer
Ronald Roberts has been
named the new president of
Dye, Van Mol and Lawrence.
Roberts has been with
DVL since 1992.
He has worked his way
from
assistant
account
executive, to account executive,
to account supervisor, to
senior vice president, to chief
operating officer, then to his
new position as president.
“Ronald has proven to be
an effective leader of DVL,
and he deserves the position
of president,” said John Van
Mol. “He’s been serving clients
on DVL’s behalf for more than
15 years, working his way
up from assistant account
executive.”
Roberts has maintained
close ties with MTSU since he
graduated in 1991 with a M.A.
in education.
He also completed his
undergraduate degree in Mass
Communication from MTSU
in 1984.
“I am currently on the
Mass Comm
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MTSU National Alumni
Association Board, member
of the College of Mass
Communication Board of
Visitors, member of the Blue
Raider Athletic Association,
speak at MTSU classes and
Public Relations Student
Society of America chapter
programs, and serve/served
on various university search
committees,” said Roberts.
His other ties to MTSU

Graduate Studies
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Journalism
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can be found in the athletic
department. Roberts was the
DVL account team leader
overseeing the team that
created the MTSU athletic
logo.
“I have a sense of pride
every time I come to an
athletic event and see the
logo,” said Roberts.
Roberts has also taught
Journalism
and
public
relations at MTSU.
“One day when my
agency career is completed,
I would like to teach again. I
really enjoyed teaching,” said
Roberts. Until then, Roberts
is enjoying his new position
at DVL.
“I want to make DVL
the best it can be. I want to
continue the momentum our
agency is currently enjoying.
I want to continue to help
our staff grow professionally,
continue to provide an
atmosphere where people
enjoy coming to work, and
continue to meet and exceed
our clients’ expectations,” said
Roberts.
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Four Graduate Students Present Papers at AEJMC Conference

By Kelley Ferguson
Four Mass Communication
graduate students presented
papers at the Midwinter
Conference of the Association
for Education in Journalism
and Mass Communication in
Pittsburgh, Pa. on Feb. 29.
Andressa Lyra, Drexel
Perry, Jennifer Gamble and
Amber Sims had papers
accepted, along with faculty
and Ph.D. candidates, for this
national competition.
Students wrote the papers
for Advertising Professor John
Bodle’s Media and Markets
course. Bodle submitted the
stories for consideration in
the conference, and four were
accepted.
“I never thought that while
in grad school I would be able
to participate in a conference
like that. It was great to present
my paper and to listen to other
presentations, but I think the
best thing was to meet other
mass communication students
and professors,” said Lyra.
“My paper is about
digitization and the Internet
Mass Comm

Development

and focuses specifically on
the business opportunity that
music downloading presents
to the recording industry,”
said Gamble.
The topics students wrote
about varied.
Gamble and Sims had
papers accepted in the
Entertainment Studies session,
while Perry and Lyra had their
papers accepted under the
Religion and Media session.
“It was a privilege to present
my paper, and I enjoyed
hearing the presentations of
others who participated in the
conference,” said Perry.
Bodle traveled with the
students and helped prepare
them for their presentations.
He
gave
them
the
opportunity to practice their
presentation in front of him
and provided feedback to
help calm any nerves about
presenting.
“It was a little intimidating
knowing that most of the
presenters were either Ph.D.s
or Ph.D. candidates; however,
I felt proud to be included to
participate with such an elite
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Andressa Lyra, Amber Sims and Jennifer Gamble had papers accepted
at the AEJMC Midwest Conference.

group. When I started talking
to some of the participants my
apprehension faded, mainly
because everyone was so
encouraging and supportive,”
said Gamble.
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Pardun to be President Elect of AEJMC
By Kelley Ferguson

journalism professors is a
big honor. It also means she
is well-known and respected
around the world,” said Dr.
Marcie Hinton, assistant
professor of public relations.
Pardun has been part of
the AEJMC since 1992 and
says she hopes to continue
the legacies of previous
presidents.
“I’m big on tweaking,
not going in and changing
everything,” said Pardun.
AEJMC has been working
on a Strategic Planning

Process, and Pardun will help
implement that plan. She
says she hopes to continue
the well-liked, high-density
research sessions started in
the past. Pardun recognizes
there are changes occurring in
media today.
“AEJMC has to be a voice
in that change,” Pardun said.
Pardun appears to have a
strong passion for continuing
the merging of the young and
old; students, teachers and
professionals at AEJMC.
“We have to make sure to

MTSU Partners to Hold
PRSSA Event, p. 13

Director of the School of
Journalism Dr. Carol Pardun
is the new vice president of
the Association for Education
in Journalism and Mass
Communication.
In October, Pardun took
office as vice president of
AEJMC and has begun moving
through the ranks to president
elect and finally, in October
2009, Pardun will become the
AEJMC president.
“The fact that Carol was
elected to this position by

Marcellus Attends
Poytner Seminar, p. 14

Alum Starts Successful Publishing Company in Dorm

AIGA Students Travel to
NYC, p. 8
Students Create Cable
Program, p. 9
Alum Receives CASE
Award, p. 10
Hinton Presents Martha
Gellhorn, p. 11

By Jamie Lovett

Many college graduates
can look back on their
collegiate experience and say
they learned a lot.
Many can credit an
internship with helping them
gain the experience they
needed to succeed in their
chosen field.
Very few can say they
started a successful company
right out of their dorm room.
Michael David Thompson
is one of the few. He started his
Mass Comm
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publishing company, Michael
David Media, while he was a
resident assistant in MTSU’s
Nicks Hall.
“I was a resident assistant,
so there were no roommates
to help out,” Thompson says.
“But I had several classmates
who helped me with the
editorial aspect.”
Thompson recalls the
inspiration coming from
simply meeting a publisher.
“It made me think, ‘I could
do that!’” Thompson says.

Graduate Studies
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“So, I studied books about
publishing, and it became
fascinating how a magazine
brings readers together in
front of advertisers. I guess
that’s why I majored in
Mass Communication and
eventually started my first
magazine.”
For Thompson, keeping
his grades up was more of a
challenge than publishing the
magazine.
“The only challenge I
remember, honestly, was

EMC
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Dr. Carol Pardun

continued on page 8

staying focused in class when
my mind was completely
on the business,” Thompson
says. “Truthfully, it must have
been God’s grace to help me.
Running the magazine has
always been exciting. But, it
was a big distraction from
studies.”
The company’s Web site
describes Michael David
Media as “an innovative
custom publishing company
dedicated
to
assisting

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence

continued on page 10
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AIGA Members Spend Spring Break in NYC A Short History of the AEJMC
By Kelley Ferguson

By Becky Phillips
MTSU’s media design
organization, the American
Institute for Graphic Arts,
spent their spring break in
New York City.
There, they visited their
AIGA national headquarters
and toured several professional
design studios.
“Our
student
group
attended
DISH
Student
Design Conference, hosted by
the Nashville chapter of AIGA.
Five schools were involved,
and our members competed
in a design competition.
At the competition, all the
winners were members of our

Pardun

continued from page 7
stay open and welcoming to
young people,” said Pardun.
“AEJMC likes students, as well
as faculty. Sometimes, you
can’t tell who is there, student
or professor.”
Pardun has a new book
coming out and is in the process
of hiring six professors within
the School of Journalism.
Mass Comm

Members Cara Charlton, Brett Warren, Dana Shotwell, Noel Lorson,
Cristina Gomez, Kyle Jones and Miki Soto visit AIGA headquarters.

student group,” AIGA President Brett Warren said. “Only seven
members were able to attend, but we learned a lot and had a
wonderful time.”
The book, Advertising &
Society: Controversies and
Consequences, is due out later
this year.
The book was born out of
a class Pardun taught at the
University of North Carolina,
dealing with the pros and
cons of different issues in
advertising.
She used experts in the
field, asking them to take one
side of an issue, sometimes
an issue that was the opposite
Development

of their beliefs, and argue it.
Pardun hopes the book can
be used in classes outside of
advertising to create a debate
over issues.
“Pardun is a very wellknown
figure
among
journalism professors around
the world. When she came to
MTSU, she was able to take
the School of Journalism to
the next level. Her leadership
style is all about collaboration
and direction,” said Hinton.
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The
Association
for
Education in Journalism and
Mass Communication was
started in 1912 in Chicago.
Today, it hosts around 3,600
members from all over the
world.
According to their Web
site, www.aejmc.org, “AEJMC
is the oldest and largest group
of journalism and mass
communication educators and
administrators at the college
level.”
The mission for the AEJMC
is to “advance education, foster
scholarly research, cultivate
better professional practice
and promote the free flow of
communication.”
Every year, AEJMC hosts a
conference in a different city.
At these conferences, papers
that have been submitted and
accepted are presented in one of
three types of sessions: a poster
session, a high density session
or a regular session.
A poster session includes an
8-foot-by-4-foot bulletin board
put together by the presenter to
showcase the information in the
paper and provide visuals. In a
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high density session, presenters
give four-minute presentations
of their papers; people wanting
more information on the paper
can meet with the presenter after
all presentations. In a regular
session, the presenter makes a
ten-minute presentation about
his or her paper; a discussant
provides
three
minutes
of feedback following the
presentation.
There
are
several
membership categories. Regular
membership is available for
faculty in journalism and mass
communication
education.
An associate membership
is available for journalism
and mass communication
education professionals who
are not eligible for a regular
membership.
A
student
membership is also available for
graduate students in journalism
and mass communication.
Membership
includes
subscription
to
AEJMC
publications, a list of job
openings, the opportunity to
attend the annual convention
and extensive possibilities for
networking and contacts.

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence
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Media Writing Students Create, Write, Produce Local Cable Program
By Reed Johnson
When MTSU students
enroll in media writing classes,
they may expect to learn the
style of the Associated Press,
the art of the interview or
the importance of spelling
someone’s name right.
But
when
students
signed up for Journalism
Adjunct Lisa Rollins’ entrylevel writing class for the
fall 2007 semester, they did
something they might not
have expected.
They wrote, videotaped
and produced a television
show.
The students worked
together to produce the
January 2008 edition of
“Middle Tennessee Record,”
a half-hour cable television
show that broadcasts on
cable channels in both
Murfreesboro and Nashville.
“When I signed up for
the class, I didn’t expect to
be doing a TV program,” said
James Branson, a sophomore
who participated in the class
project. “I really didn’t know
what to expect. I was mostly
taking media writing for my

major, but it ended up being
one of my favorite classes that
I have taken at MTSU.”
Branson was one of 18
students who created the
broadcast.
The class was divided into
groups of three and covered
a variety of topics, anywhere
from the price of textbooks to
milk production at the MTSU
farm laboratory.
“Before the class, I
thought journalism was very
simplistic,” Branson said.
“After taking the class, I have
more respect for people who
write for various new outlets
because they have to know
how to write in many styles
for numerous events and
activities.”
MTSU
sophomore
Shyanne Coe said, “It has been
a wonderful experience and
the most in-depth course I’ve
had. I’ve written a broadcast
segment, a press release and
had a story published in
a local newspaper. Where
else can you get that kind of
experience in a survey class?”
The
show’s
creator,

producer and Director of New
Technologies for MTSU’s
Office of News and Public
Affairs John Lynch said
that students brought fresh
perspectives to the stories.
“This really was a studentcentered project,” he said.
The January 2008 edition
of MTR was the first time the
program was created entirely
by students, said Rollins, who
also serves as the director
of Special Media Projects at
MTSU’s Office of News and
Public Affairs.
“Although I’ve taught this
course and covered writing
for broadcast as part of the
curriculum since 1997, we’ve
never had the opportunity
to give the students such a
hands-on, tangible experience
in regard to this form of media
writing,” Rollins said.
She said while the project
took a significant amount of
time to complete, the final
result was well worth the
effort.
“The students will always
have access to a program
they created and brought to

Development

Richard Long, Bridgett
Buckles
and
Michael
Guggisberg looked at offcampus career possibilities for
students.
Lakiesha Seay, Michael
McGee and Krisy Parker
exposed viewers to MTSU’s
new songwriting degree
offered by the College’s
Department of Recording
Industry.
Each
January
2008
segment can be viewed
online on MTSU’s Web site
at www.mtsu.edu/~proffice/
MT_Record/2008/MTR0801Jan08.html.
So, while thousands of
students walk the halls of
MTSU’s mass communication
building year after year and sit
in entry-level media writing
classes learning the tricks of
the trade, only a select few
– 18 to be exact – will be
able to say they spent their
time in one of their first
mass communication classes
producing a television show
that was seen on various cable
stations throughout the midstate region.

R
T
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life, not just notes about how
broadcast writing is done,” she
said. The students generated
their own content, producing
six unique news segments.
Coe, Jade Brinkman and
B.J. Blackwell examined
MTSU’s
award-winning
agriculture program and
highlighted the MTSU Dairy
all the way from the grass to
the glass.
Branson, Tanner Phillips
and Molly Tate introduced
MTR viewers to SimMan, a
life-size dummy designed to
help nursing students prepare
for their future patients.
Chris Carter, Mary Kamel
and Jeselyn Jackson talked
to Psychology Professor and
author Janet Belsky about the
work that goes into creating
textbooks and about a topic of
utmost concern for all college
students: textbook prices.
Mason Pointer, Alyce Jones
and Kalie Mosher dissected
politics in campus, including
voting habits of students,
low voter turnout and ways
for students to become more
politically active.
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Alum Receives CASE Award
By Cati Scott
Michelle Willard (’02, ‘07),
who is now a Murfreesboro Post
writer, was recognized with the
Council for Advancement and
Support of Education District
III Media Award on Feb. 19
for her efforts in promoting
higher education.
Lisa
Rollins,
Special
Projects director for the Office
of News and Public Affairs, is
Willard’s former teacher and
the person who submitted her
work for the CASE award.
“I like writing about what

MTSU does for Murfreesboro
and Rutherford County – the
impact on the local economy
and the difference it makes in
the fabric of our community,”
said Willard.
Starting last October,
Rollins collected about 20
pieces of Willard’s work. Then,
in November, she submitted
the MTSU-related stories
along with her nomination
letter.
“I nominated Michelle for
the print honor because, in
my view, she does a wonderful
job of covering a multitude of

Michelle Willard shows off her award to Lisa Rollins.
Mass Comm
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events and people at MTSU,”
said Rollins.
In January, Rollins notified
Willard of her success. “I
was thrilled she won,” said
Rollins.
“Michelle simply did her
job as a reporter, but her
ability to do it well, I think,
largely helped her secure the
Grand Award in this category,”
Rollins said. In fact, a judging
coordinator said her work was
“strong,” and he “appreciated
the quality, overall, of the
entire entry.”
Throughout 2007, Willard
covered many events and sides
of MTSU, but her favorite
story was the one she wrote
on the Prism concert that
benefited Southern University
at New Orleans.
“It is a good example of
how MTSU gives back to the
community,” said Willard.
“Another I enjoyed was the
economic impact of MTSU on
the Nashville-Murfreesboro
region. I had no idea MTSU
contributes more than $800
million and 10,000 jobs to the
local economy.
Willard was unable to
attend the conference because
she had to cover a municipal
candidate forum, but she still
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received the award and the
$500 prize.
CASE is the international
organization of professionals
who advance educational
institutions. It also helps
members build stronger
relationships with alumni
and donors, raise funds for
campus projects, produce

recruitment
materials,
market their institutions to
prospective students, diversify
the profession, and foster
public support of education.
District III is an eight-state
region, which received 1,300
entries overall, but where only
one Media Award is given,
and in this case, to Willard.

Dorm Publishing Company
continued from page 7

entertainment,
fashion,
financial,
membership,
nonprofit and retail companies
with reaching their audiences
and increasing revenue by
producing appealing, quality,
effective magazines and
publications at the lowest
cost.”
Thompson’s first magazine
was Music & Ministry, which
ran for four years.
Currently, Michael David
Media publishes Mentor, the
magazine of the 100 Black
Men of Middle Tennessee
organization, and The Avenue,
a Nashville magazine with
a circulation of 4,000 and a
readership of 12,000.
“The Avenue magazine
is Nashville’s leading urban
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lifestyle magazine,” Thompson
says. “In it, I feature urban
Nashville’s finest in real estate,
interior design, fine dining
and luxury item goods. It is
a full-color, glossy magazine
that is photo-rich and reaches
people who live, work or desire
to live in an urban setting of
Nashville.”
Thompson
has
seen
substantial success with his
dorm-room business, and
to those students who may
be looking to embark on
similar endeavors, he offers
encouragement.
“Don’t be afraid to take
risks. Just take one step at a
time. Keep your priorities
straight. Get some mentors in
your field and listen to them
no matter what. Follow your
heart. Start now.”
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Hinton Presents Martha Gellhorn as
Part of Women’s Studies Research Series
By Kim Harris Mullins

Martha Gellhorn wanted
so badly to cover the war
in Europe that she hid in
the bathroom of a hospital
ship to reach the beaches of
Normandy on D-Day as a
stretcher bearer.
Through her presentation,
“Postcards from the War:
Martha Gellhorn’s feminine
voice in war-torn travel
writing,” Assistant Professor
of public relations Marcie
Hinton shared the subject of
her dissertation and recently
submitted book manuscript
as part of the Women’s Studies
Research Series March 20.
Ernest
Hemingway,
Gellhorn’s husband, is often
given credit for her start as a
war correspondent, which she
would dispute by saying, “I
am not a footnote to someone
else’s life.” When Hemingway
dispatched himself to the
Spanish Civil War, she was
able to accompany him,
having gotten a letter from
an editor friend at Collier’s
magazine stating she was their
Mass Comm

special correspondent.
Gellhorn was supposed to
flash this letter to authorities
along her way to Spain.
Bored, without anything to
do, but wander about, she was
encouraged, supposedly by
Hemingway, to write about
the war. Not knowing about
war, but daily life in Madrid,
she wrote an article, “City at
War.”
“She sent it to Collier’s just
for the heck of it, and that was
all there was to it,” Hinton said.
“She didn’t know she was an
actual foreign correspondent
until about eight weeks later
when the magazine arrived,

Dr. Marcie Hinton
Development

and she found her name in the
masthead.
“It turned out to be her
longest gig. She continued to
write for Collier’s for the next
nine years, through World
War II.”
Gellhorn reported from
Poland, Italy, London, France
and the Netherlands during
World War II.
“I believed that all one
did about a war was go to it,
as a gesture of solidarity and
get killed or survive if lucky
until the war was over. I had
no idea you could be what I
became, an unscathed tourist
of war,” Gellhorn wrote.
Gellhorn
realized
Americans invested their
brothers and sisters in 20th
century wars out of patriotic
duty and pride, but their own
cultures, homes and ways
of living were not directly at
stake. Gellhorn lessened this
separation by covering the
everyday lives of war-afflicted
people and cities, Hinton
said.
“It seemed a little crazy to
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Martha Gellhorn

be living in a hotel, like a hotel
in Des Moines or New Orleans,
with a lobby and wicker chairs
in the lounge, and signs on the
door of your room telling you
that they would press your
clothes immediately and that
meals served privately cost ten
percent more and meantime it
was like a trench when they
lay down an artillery barrage,”
Gellhorn wrote in “City at
War.”
Gellhorn
divorced
Hemingway in 1945, the
only one of his wives to leave
him. In 1954, she married
Time magazine editor Tom
Matthews.
Gellhorn not
only had influential spouses,
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but she was also friends with
Eleanor Roosevelt, Leonard
Bernstein, H.G. Wells and
Adlai Stevenson, among
others. By her own estimates,
she traveled to more than 50
countries and owned houses
in at least six of them.
Gellhorn’s
war
correspondence is widely
recognized as seminal work
in recording the horrors of
the 20th century. In early
1999, Gellhorn’s “The Face of
War” appeared on New York
University’s top 100 pieces of
American Journalism list. The
book is a compilation of her
correspondence from the war
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Gellhorn

continued from page 11
in Spain through the wars in
Central America.
“It is the nature of the war
correspondence that makes it
unmatched and remarkable,”
Hinton said.
“Gellhorn’s
innovative, persistent traveling
and unrivaled perspective on
war-torn places makes her
reporting unique.” Gellhorn
was a lifelong traveler,
beginning with streetcar rides
in St. Louis when she was
a little girl to snorkeling in
Malta as late as 1991 at the age
of 82.
Gellhorn called herself
an
amateur
traveler,
novelist,
journalist
and
foreign correspondent. She
crisscrossed the globe and
wrote nearly 200 articles for
some 30 publications in her
88 years. She was also the
author of seven novels, six
collections of short stories,
two collections of magazine
and newspaper articles, and
one travel narrative.
“Gellhorn straddled the
line between traditional
and contemporary travel
writing, while also expanding
Mass Comm

Martha Gellhorn’s
commemorative stamp

the frontier of cultures by
introducing
the
surreal
destruction of war,” Hinton
said. “Her impressionistic
vignettes
are
digestible
commentary for readers
in which she hoped to
transform armchair travelers
into informed citizens of the
world.”
Hinton would never get
to interview Gellhorn. On
Feb. 14, 1998, just two weeks
after Hinton decided to
make Gellhorn the subject
of her dissertation, Gellhorn
committed suicide. She was
terminally ill and blind and
unable to do the things she
loved – read, write or travel.
She left as she lived, on her
own terms.
The U.S. Postal Service
will issue a Martha Gellhorn
stamp as part of its American
Journalists series this spring.
Development

“It was such a pleasure
to be a part of the Women’s
Studies Research Series,”
Hinton said. “There were
many great scholars who
presented work throughout
the semester. I was just glad to
get to introduce some people
to this remarkable writer and
journalist.”
Hinton hopes to inform
a larger audience soon. Her
manuscript, “Postcards from
the War: Selected Journalism
by Martha Gellhorn,” has been
submitted to the University of
Missouri Press.
Hinton’s research interests
are in the area of travel
writing, tourism and public
relations, and international
relations.
She has been
awarded two travel grants
to plan course work and do
research throughout Italy.
Hinton’s research papers
appear in such publications
as the media issue of Race,
Gender and Class and at such
conferences as Association of
Education in Journalism and
Mass Communication.
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Alum Passes Tenn. Bar

In addition, Frazier was
Meagan Frazier, a 2001
MTSU Mass Communication recently elected to the state
graduate who majored in board of directors for the
public relations, successfully Tennessee Court Appointed
passed the Tennessee Bar Special Advocates.
CASA programs and
Exam and was sworn into
practice by the Tennessee agencies professionally train
Supreme Court on Nov. 19, and carefully screen volunteers
to become CASA for abused
2007 in Nashville, Tenn.
She received her Jurist and neglected children in
Doctorate
Degree
from juvenile court.
“We are delighted to have
Nashville School of Law in
Meagan
serve on our board
May of 2007.
Frazier is currently a of directors. We believe her
registered
lobbyist
with skills and experience will be
the firm of Smith Harris & a benefit to us,” said Cheryl
Carr and plans to continue Hultman, executive director
of Tennessee CASA.
lobbying.
During the past
four years, she has
worked full time while
attending law school at
night.
“I would like to
practice law and still
lobby in the future.
I am interested in
moving back home
to Dickson County to
practice,” Frazier said.
She is the daughter of
Bill and Barbara Frazier
of Bon Aqua, Tenn.
Meagan Frazier at commencement
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MTSU Partners with Other Universities to Hold Regional PRSSA Event
By Becky Phillips
The members of Public
Relations Student Society of
America at MTSU took on
the challenge of partnering
with the PRSSA members of
David Lipscomb University,
Belmont University and Union
University to plan a regional
PRSSA event this spring.
“I am personally proud
to say that the regional event
was a huge success! We were
told that we had the biggest
event so far this year, in terms

of attendance. I believe we
had over 80 attendees. We
had speakers from almost all
aspects of PR,” said PRSSA’s
Regional Event Coordinator
Elizabeth Dobson.
“We have a very active
chapter with this group.
This is quite an ambitious
undertaking, and I give full
credit to the students,” MTSU’s
PRSSA Organization Advisor
and Assistant Professor of
Public Relations Marcie
Hinton said.
“Union University first

approached MTSU about
planning a regional event,
along
with
Lipscomb
University, last September.
In October, while attending
the
PRSSA
National
Conference, all three chapter
representatives got to sit down
and decide what direction we
wanted to take with the event.
We wanted to focus on aspects
that weren’t normally offered
at regional events, so that’s
why we wanted to incorporate
the fine arts industry and also
mock interviews, as opposed

Asthana Attends United Nations Forum

Dr. Sanjay Asthana
By Becky Phillips
While most professors
were working to prepare for
their first day of classes of
the spring semester, Dr. SanMass Comm

jay Asthana, Journalism professor, was in Madrid, Spain.
Asthana was asked to
participate in the Alliance of
Civilizations First Forum.
“I was invited based on
my work with young people
and new media education for
UNESCO,” Asthana said.
According to the Alliance of Civilizations First Forum Web site, this high-level
event brought together political leaders, representatives
of international and regional
Development

bodies, donor agencies, civil
society groups, and foundations Jan. 15 - 16.
To learn more about the
Alliance of Civilizations and
Asthana’s trip, visit www.madridaocforum.org/.

Graduate Studies

Journalism

RI

to the traditional resume
critique,” MTSU’s PRSSA
President Matt Bihiakewitz
said.
Bihiakewitz and Dobson
were the leading forces in
the preparation and planning
of the PRSSA regional event,
“Public Relations: Where We’ve
Been, Where We’re Going,”
which took place March 12 at the Sheraton Nashville
Downtown Hotel, and had
numerous sponsorships from
local businesses.
“I’m also proud to say that
all of the money to pay for
the event was raised through
sponsorships,” said Dobson.
The event consisted of
a panel from Nashville’s
top
agencies,
including
Partner at Katcher, Vaughn
& Bailey Aileen Katcher,
APR;
Assistant Director
of Media Relations for the
Tennessee Titans Dwight
Spradlin; President/CEO of
United Way of Rutherford
and Cannon Counties and
alum Rachel Holder; Director
of Marketing and Special
Events for United Way for
Rutherford and Cannon
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Counties and alum Lena
Miller-Warnock; and Senior
Director of Communications
for Schermerhorn Symphony
Center Christy Crytzer.
The event also included
mock
interviews
with
professionals who were able
to give situational advice and
practical hiring advice to all
attendees.
There was also an
Associated Press style inspired
Family Feud where the
universities competed to win
various prizes and handouts.
There were three overall
winners, two of which were
MTSU PRSSA students.
Bihiakewitz was the first
place winner.
“The regional event has
provided tons of opportunities
for MTSU PRSSA to network
with Nashville professionals
and to try our hand at event
planning,” Bihiakewitz said.
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Future Professor Published
By Steven Cope
Jason Reineke, who will
begin teaching at MTSU in
August, is currently working
on the final stages of his
dissertation at Ohio State
University.
During Reineke’s time at
OSU, he worked closely with
his faculty advisor, Andrew
Hayes, on several research
projects.
One of these projects,
“The Effects of Government
Censorship of War-Related
News Coverage on Interest
in the Censored Coverage: A
Test of Competing Theories,”
was recently published in Mass
Communication and Society.
“The idea for this essay
came when Andrew Hayes
brought to my attention some
experimental studies about
censorship from the 1970s,”
said Reineke.
The studies were organized
in order to study the effects of
censorship.
One study found that
people are more likely to
feel comfortable when they
are censored by a group that
Mass Comm

they approve of. Additionally,
those who disapproved of the
censoring group were much
more likely to want to hear the
censored information.
“This seemed to fit with
our research because one of
Andrew’s and my goals has
been to apply fairly heavy
academic
theories
and
rigorous scientific methods
to prominent, current issues
of popular interest,” said
Reineke.
The issue Reineke and
Hayes chose to tackle, with
these theories in mind, was
the government’s censorship
of the flag-draped caskets
coming home from Iraq.
Their chosen method was
to poll people and find how
they felt about the censorship
of the flag-draped caskets.
They would then compare
this with their approval or
disapproval of the person
responsible for the censorship,
in this case, President Bush.
The study found supporters
of Bush were more likely to
be in favor of the censorship.
Furthermore, the study shows
when Bush supporters were
Development

Marcellus Attends
Poynter Seminar

By Jamie Lovett

Jason Reineke

told he is in favor of and
responsible for the censorship,
they are much more likely to
favor this policy.
“What I think is one
of the most interesting
interpretations of our results
is that President Bush’s
supporters may perceive
him as being credible and
trustworthy, so when they hear
he is the source of a policy
decision, they may adjust
their opinion accordingly,”
said Reineke.
Reineke hopes to be able to
continue with other research
when he transitions to MTSU
for the fall semester. “I am
excited about the prominent
tradition of public opinion
research at MTSU that I’ll be
stepping into,” said Reineke.
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Dr. Jane Marcellus, assistant
professor of Journalism,
attended
“Multimedia
Journalism
for
College
Professors” at the Poynter
Institute in St. Petersburg,
Fla.
The seminar took place
Feb. 11-14 and focused on
better equipping professors
to teach students about how
technology is changing the
way stories are written.
“My goal in attending the
seminar was to become more
aware of how journalists
today are approaching the
task of storytelling,” Marcellus
says. “Specifically, to look
at ways I might modernize
my approach to teaching the
feature writing course.”
Marcellus
says
that
changing technology and the
prominent place the Internet
has taken in mass media are
responsible for changes in the
ways news stories are written.
“It used to be that the worlds
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of print media and electronic
media were separate, but
that’s not true anymore. Print
reporters, for example, may
be expected to make videos or
slides with audio to run on the
Web along with their written
stories. The different modes
of delivery have to work
together. This means that we
not only have to find ways
to make sure students get all
the skills they need, but that
forms of writing will change
somewhat, as history shows it
always does, with changes in
technology.”
The institute hosts many
seminars throughout the
year on various issues in
journalism, including ethics,
management and education.
Poynter’s
“Multimedia
Journalism
for
College
Educators” seminar was
meant to show participants
what other schools have tried
to do in teaching multimedia
journalism
and
what
newsrooms can expect from
new graduates entering the
field.
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Dougan to Complete Book on Prisonaires
By Kellen Gorbett

RI Students Place
Second at AES
Competition, p. 17

Dr. John Dougan, associate
professor
of
Recording
Industry, has set the middle
of 2009 for the completion of
his book on the Prisonaires,
an R&B vocal group that
performed while serving
time in the Tennessee State
Penitentiary in the 1950s.
For Dougan, the book is
nearly 12 years in the making.
“I started working on
this, my master’s thesis, in

the fall of 1995. Although, I
haven’t been working on it
continuously for 12 years,”
says Dougan.
Dougan put the book
aside for a few years to write
another book called The Who
Sellout, about the band’s 1967
album.
He had not planned on
writing his new book until he
came to MTSU.
“I had no intention of
writing a book until after
I finished my doctoral

dissertation and came to
MTSU. I had a couple of
people who were interested
in the project and thought
it would be a good book. I
had an essay published in
American Music in 2000,
which is an academic journal
on the Prisonaires. That’s
when I started seriously
thinking about turning it into
a book,” says Dougan.
Dougan then had to find a
publisher.
After contacting the

Dr. John Dougan
continued on page 17

Alum Creates Summer Camp Talent Search

By Taryn L. Landon
One Recording Industry
alum is paving the way for up
and coming bands. Eric Noble
(‘03) has created the Summer
Camp Talent Search, a big
twist on the common talent
finder.
The group Noble and his
friend started, Loyal Family,
is holding a traveling talent
showcase with the gold at
the end of the rainbow being
a performance slot in their
2008 Summer Camp festival
Mass Comm

Development

held at Three Sisters Park in
Chilocothe, Ill.
The show, set to take place
May 23-25, is showcasing
such acts as The Flaming Lips,
moe. and Umphrey’s McGee,
with more to be added.
In an effort to open doors
for new groups, Noble put
together a tour of try-outs in
major cities, like Nashville, for
bands to come and audition
for a slot on the Summer
Camp line-up.
Other major cites, like
St. Louis, Chicago and
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Milwaukee, also hosted tryouts for the festival. Noble
has been very busy since his
graduation from MTSU.
He has helped booked
several shows and events
around the country, and he
also promotes a nightly show
in St. Louis.
The Loyal Family has also
created Battlerusa, a battle of
the bands competition with
the grand prize being a slot in
their Wakarusa camping and
musical festival to be held in
Lawrence, Kan.
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In addition to Battlerusa,
they also did the Cosmic
Break Tour in 2006 and 2007,
which had the same format as
the Battlerusa and Summer
Camp Talent Search, where
bands from around the states
try out for a slot in the 10,000
Lakes Festival held in Detroit
Lakes, Minn.
The work that Noble
and his Loyal Family team
have done for bands with no
face or name is priceless. He
continues to help push bands
to pursue their goals.
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Iron Horse
continued from front page

thing else because he knew he
could not keep up with his fellow soldiers on foot.
The opportunity arose,
and he took the position that
was normally not offered so
early.
He also had education and
experience because he had interned at Mercury Records in
the Media Relations department.
He is in the armored
branch of the Army, but serving the branch a different way
by helping to tell their story in
the media.
Crabtree may have a degree in Mass Communication,
but he knows his job is a good
thing.
“I am badly needed in
Iraq. There are not enough of
us in the theater to help tell
the military’s story about what
is going on over here.”
Crabtree is the Planner
for the 4th Infantry Division
of Public Affairs.
They are in charge of the
city and province of Baghdad
where they are the Multi-National Division.
Mass Comm

Recording Industry

He maintains a contact list
of media outlets. He has also
been writing stories about the
Iraqi Security Forces in Baghdad.
Crabtree enjoys this, but
there is a price to pay. “Every time I deploy, I leave my
wife and three kids at home.
They are what I cherish more
than anything. It’s important
to remember, however, that

serving as a soldier and a soldier’s family is both an honor
and a sacrifice. We have the
privledge of representing the
United States of America every day, in everything we do.”
Crabtree is currently on
his third tour of Iraq.
Editors Note: Thank you,
Philip, for all you do for our
nation.

Captain Philip Crabtree
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Dougan

continued from page 15
Massachusetts Press, it took
about three years to get
enough print material written
for them to decide whether to
publish it.
This summer, he got
a contract from them to
complete the book.
Although he has nearly
half of the book written, the
courses he is teaching this
semester, Teaching History
of Recording Industry and
Cultural Studies of Popular

Music, are taking up most of
his time.
But next fall, Dougan is
confident he will be able to
focus on finishing the book.
Dougan became interested
in the Prisonaires when he
listened to a re-issue of all
their recordings and realized
that it would be an interesting
story.
“I like music history; I like
writing about people who are
not particularly famous or
widely known,” says Dougan.
Although the Prisonaires
recorded a song called “Just
Walking in the Rain,” which

became a regional hit in the
South for Sam Phillip’s Sun
Records, they never had any
sustained success.
According to Dougan, this
was because the group of five
had a vocal style that was more
like a 1940s vocal harmony, at
a time when rhythm and blues
was morphing into Rock ‘n’
Roll.
“It’s interesting that you
have this group of inmates
singing in prison, and then,
all of a sudden in 1953, they
make this record for Sam
Phillips. They were actually
let out of prison under armed

guard and driven down to
Memphis to cut the record.
As a result of the song being
popular and the legend of the
singing inmates spreading, a
warden at the prison allowed
them to frequently leave the
prison to sing at churches and
fairs,” says Dougan.
Because the Prisonaires
were
African-American,
Dougan also focused on the
racial politics of Nashville in
his book.
He suggests the lead singer
of the Prisonaires was unjustly
accused of six counts of rape.
“The lead singer went to

prison on six counts of rape,
but certainly there is enough
information to indicate that
he could be innocent. The
justice system was racist
enough at the time that you
could pin a bunch of sexual
assaults on him, and the white
community would feel safe
because this black guy was
behind bars,” says Dougan.

Recording Industry Students Take Second at Competition
MTSU Recording Industry students Thomas May,
Austin Hanson and Morgan Hobbs placed second in the
2008 Student Mixing Competition, Feb. 23-24, sponsored by the Nashville Section of the Audio Engineering
Society.
The results were announced at historic RCA Studio B
on March 13. MTSU teams won first place in 2006 and
2007.
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Electronic Media Communication

OLPC Educates Children
WMTS Seeks Faculty
for Shows, p. 21

By Kellen Gorbett
It is an exciting day in an
elementary school classroom
in the Republic of Haiti, as
young students look to their
teacher with curious faces
as she hands them each
something they have never
seen before.
Their teacher instructs
the students on how to open
the bright green box, and out
folds a screen and a keyboard.
The children look on with
wonder as they turn it on, and
with a little help from their
teacher, they begin to navigate

through the laptop.
Seven hundred miles
north of Haiti, in the mass
communication building at
MTSU, EMC Professor Robert
Spires introduces the same
computer to his students.
Although they have been
around computers their entire
lives, the same curious looks
can be found on their faces.
Spires passes it around, and
the students carefully inspect
the laptop.
Once he begins discussing
it, Spires finds that due to so

Photo by Burgundy Carl

One of the XO laptops for the One Laptop Per Child program
continued on page 20

Professor Provides Unique
Perspective on Cultural Studies
By Kellen Gorbett
“I would be kidnapped
in the marketplace to be
shown around because I was
the only black person in the
neighborhood. I was also the
only half-American kid in
the neighborhood. So I have
had ‘different’ thrust upon me
since day one.”
The students in the Global
Dr. Gregory Meyjes lectures to his Global News and World Media class. News and World Media class
Photo by Kellen Gorbett
this semester knew that with
Mass Comm
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Dr. Gregory Meyjes teaching
this semester, things would
be different. What they didn’t
know is that Meyjes has been
experiencing different cultures
nearly his entire life.
Serving as a visiting
professor and co-teaching
with EMC Professor Jan
Quarles, Meyjes speaks in
uniquely elegant sentences
with an accent difficult to
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Unique Perspective
continued from page 18

place.
He speaks four languages,
has traveled to over 50 countries
to study world culture, and
has lived in countries such
as Guadeloupe, Guinea and
Holland.
Meyjes attributes his
unique beginnings and other
factors, such as his families
cultural ideology and his
early professions, as to how he
became interested in cultural
studies.
He began as an interpreter,
which he describes as a
profession that straddles
different cultures.
He also toured as a
musician for many years in
Africa, South America, the
Caribbean and Europe.
After living in Guinea for
two years, he spent time in the
French island of Guadeloupe,
which he says is his favorite
place of residency.
“I love living in developing
countries, because it focuses
more on the human side of
things, than the material side
of things. I also love living
in the Caribbean, because
Mass Comm

it
combines
American,
European
and
African
culture,” says Meyjes.
Recently, Meyjes began his
own company, Solidaris Inc.,
which is based on the idea
that few people have studied
minorities with regard to
fitting into larger society.
He says that is what is
causing the negative headlines
in countries like Bosnia,
Chechnya, Rwanda and
Darfur.
“Through my research, I
have come to understand the
significance of being able to
identify what the minority
cultural perspective and
feelings are. I see myself as
an applied social linguist who
cares about language rights,
language identity, cultural
policy and multiculturalism
in society,” says Meyjes.
Meyjes uses his background
and cultural experiences to
teach his students, but he also
uses cultural theories in his
classes to help his students
understand global culture.
“I see a world in which we
have individuals on the one
Development

EMC

end, but we have cultures,
as well. And to understand
what makes them tick - what
their values are - that is what
we must understand,” says
Meyjes.
Quarles describes Meyjes
as a great colleague and
an interesting teacher who
brings a new dimension to
the global news class with his
international experience and
work on multicultural issues,
but when Meyjes applied for
the visiting professorship
position, he had never heard
of MTSU.
It was in Amsterdam where
Meyjes was giving a lecture
on culture that some friends
from MTSU encouraged him
to apply.
Meyjes has been here
just a few months, but so far
he has been impressed with
Murfreesboro’s culture.
“I feel that Murfreesboro is
very natural, not trying very
hard to make impressions very friendly and polite. All of
those are universal qualities
that would be welcome
anywhere in the world. I am
surprisingly impressed with
the religious activity here.
But I don’t feel, in general,
that it is artificial; I feel that
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it connects to real spirituality,
and I think this spirituality is
also a universal quality that
would work anywhere in the
world,” says Meyjes.
Meyjes enjoys working
at MTSU. He lived in
Washington, D.C. for years
and felt it was lacking in
energy.
He is positive about
the future of MTSU and
the
College of Mass
Communication.
“It is an amazing place
in that it is fast-forwarding,
perhaps not in a straight line,
but certainly fast-forwarding.
It’s not so much where you
are, but where you’re going.
I’m delighted to be a part of
that. I am happy to assist in
the direction that MTSU is
going,” says Meyjes.
Along with Global News
and World Media Culture,
Meyjes is also instructing a
class that focuses on teaching
social science.
In both of his classes, he
says he is trying to change
the dynamic, and while still
following the curriculum,
he wants to shake the tree a
little bit and see what happens
when you question the status
quo.
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It is difficult to find a
professor with his background
in minority education, so
MTSU students are happy to
have him.
“Dr. Meyjes always seems to
present a new and interesting
theory on world culture,”
says Sara Russell, a student
in Meyjes’ Global News and
World Media Culture class.
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XO Laptop program
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many questions the students
have about the computer,
what he had planned to cover
for the day will have to be put
on hold.
The nonprofit program
called One Laptop Per Child
has been designed to put a
laptop in schools throughout
the developing nations of the
world. Though the concept
of the program itself is very
ambitious, the actual laptop
is receiving just as much
attention.
The XO Laptop, as it is
called, costs around $200
to build, and according
to Nicholas Negroponte,
a
prominent
computer
researcher from MIT and
brainchild of the OLPC,
should cost less than $100 by
the end of 2008.
Although
the
laptop
looks more like a toy than a
computer capable of allowing
communication to the entire
world, it is extremely durable
and has many uses.
An important aspect
to children living without
electricity is the fact that it can
Mass Comm

be charged by a simple crank
on the side of the computer.
“It has batteries, three USB
ports, a microphone input
and output, and a multi-track
sound recorder, and camera.
So, one of the things they’re
thinking is some of these
children will record sights and
sounds that have never been
seen or heard before anywhere
in the world, music that only
their village knows how to
perform, like cultural dance
or something that eventually
will find its way back to the
rest of the world,” says Dr.
Spires, “This one will find the
nearest wireless network, it’s
an e-book reader, it’s a paint
program, it’s a music program,
typing course, calculator and
a bunch of other things.”
Although most of the
laptop purchases are made
by the governments of the
developing countries, for a
limited time, the OLPC will
allow anyone to purchase two
computers for $400.
One laptop will be sent
to one of the participating
countries; the other will be
given to the purchaser.
Development
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When Spires learned about
this offer, he was quick to
inform the rest of the faculty
in the College, and before
long, he had raised enough
money to buy the computers.
“One of them got sent
somewhere in the world, we
have this one here to play
with, and then we’ll send
it somewhere in the world.
We want to, first of all, do
something for the world and,
secondly, give our students
a chance to work with this
computer to see what they can
make it do, because it can do a
huge number of things,” says
Spires.
Another interesting aspect
of the XO Laptop is that it does
not come with directions.
Although some may think
of this as a bad thing, Spires
applauds it, believing that
it forces students to use the
creative side of their brain
and figure out how to make
it do something, without
instructions.
Dr. Guanping Zheng, EMC
associate professor, decided
to put that theory to the test.
Using his 7-year-old son,
Shawn, as the participant, he
gave him the laptop without
instructions to see if he could
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figure it out.
Within just five
minutes,
Shawn
was using the music
instruments
on
the screen to play
sounds. As far as
being a computer
for children in
underdeveloped
nations, Zheng was
satisfied.
“Shawn is used
to using computers
and surfing the Web.
The OLPC really did
not keep him for long, since
he had a fancier computer
to play with. I believe that
for children who have never
used a computer before, [the
laptop] is an amazing toy for
education,” says Zheng.
Although the OLPC is
relatively new, the XO Laptops
are being used by children
from Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Haiti, Mexico, Mongolia, Peru,
Rwanda and Uruguay.
Some argue that the money
purchased buying the laptops
could be spent on other ways
to educate children, but OLPC
members disagree.
According to the OLPC
Web site, they believe
“experience strongly suggests
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that an incremental increase
of ‘more of the same’—
building schools, hiring
teachers, buying books and
equipment—is a laudable
but insufficient response to
the problem of bringing true
learning possibilities to the
vast numbers of children in
the developing world.” Spires
couldn’t agree more.
“You know the old saying,
‘give a man a fish and you feed
him for a day, but teach a man
to fish, and you feed him for a
lifetime?’ Well, it’s saying, ‘this
is a tool to teach him how to
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WMTS Seeks Faculty
for Weekly Show
By Reed Johnson
MTSU’s student-operated
radio station, WMTS-FM, is
seeking faculty members to
participate in a weekly talk
show to discuss current events,
politics and issues regarding
their specific field of study.
Stan McCloud, one of
the station’s faculty advisors,
created the show during
the spring 2008 semester
and hopes to continue it

Mass Comm

throughout later semesters.
“There was only one other
talk show on the station,”
McCloud said. “I felt [WMTS]
was missing out on news and
current affairs programming.”
McCloud is currently
serving as the show’s
moderator and host but wants
to step down eventually.
“I want to keep the show
going,” he said. “But in the
near future, I’d like to see a
student [DJ] step up and take
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control. It’s hard to have a
show and a full-time job with
the university.”
Currently, the show’s
format consists of faculty
members discussing specific
subjects on air, such as Randy
Livingston, assistant professor
of graphic communication,
who discussed the value
of college degrees, and
Assistant Director of Student
Programming Jennifer Kirk
who devoted a show to talking
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about voter registration.
“Ideally, I would like the
show to consist of discussions
between faculty members and
students, with a student DJ
as the moderator,” McCloud
said.
The show airs on the
station’s drive time show on
Tuesdays from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m.
While he received nearly
20 replies after sending out a
mass e-mail about the show,
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McCloud is looking for more
faculty members to fill spots.
Anyone interested in
becoming a DJ or faculty
interested in appearing on the
show should contact WMTS
at 615-898-2636 or e-mail
McCloud at manager@wmts.
org.
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WMOT News Director Pens Book

By Lisa L. Rollins and
Gina Logue
Once upon a time, there
was a local man who longed
to be a published author, and
today, nearly two decades and
several rejection slips later, his
first book is only a click away.
That author is Randy
O’Brien, longtime news
director for local public radio
station WMOT-FM, and
his first novel, Judge Fogg,
was released in November
by Seattle-based publisher
Literary
Road
(www.
literaryroad.com).
Acclaimed for its historical
accuracy and heralded for
“heartfelt characters and
extraordinary plot twists,”
the fictional Judge Fogg is the
story of Charles Fogg, the first
African-American criminal
court judge in Nashville
history, whose climb up the
ladder of jurisprudence was
anything but easy. According
to information contained
on the publisher’s Web site,
“The system that brought
(Fogg) from poverty to the
police force to law school
Mass Comm
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and the bench is his eventual
downfall.”
For O’Brien, an awardwinning
journalist
and
one-time president of the
Tennessee Screen Writers
Association, the ladder to
getting someone to publish
Judge Fogg was equally
challenging; however, never
mind that the novel is now
cited as a “sexy, provocative
[and] controversial” read that
will “clamp onto your soul and
never let go.”
Nonetheless, if not for
technological innovations and
advances—and namely, the
World Wide Web—O’Brien
concedes that he still might be
waiting to become a published
novelist.
“In a real sense, this is the
best of times [for would-be
authors],” he said, “because if
you’re an artist and you want
to write a novel, you have no
real constraints on the subject
matter and the way that you
want to handle the subject of
the novel in terms of trying
to make it commercial. Write
whatever you want as far as
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The front cover of Randy O’Brien’s new book
WMOT
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the way you want to handle
the stories.”
By the same token, though,
“It’s [also] the worst of times,
because the main [publishing]
houses that have millions and
millions [of dollars] to be
concerned about, they have
to find some way to make the
money back they invest …
and a first novel, they rarely
do that well.”
And O’Brien would know,
because during the course of
Judge Fogg’s 17-year creation,
from pen to publisher,
the aspiring novelist and
successful
screenwriter
learned a great deal about the
book-publishing
business,
including that although some
New York City agents and
editors fancied Judge Fogg,
they weren’t willing—or
able—to take the financial
risk to put the story in print
for the masses to consume.
A part-time member of
MTSU’s EMC faculty, O’Brien
was able to get the Judge Fogg
manuscript read by those at the
big-time publishing agencies
such as Viking Press, William
Mass Comm

Morris and International
Creative Management, among
others, he said, but getting it
read didn’t mean it would be
published.
Regarding
the
long
process of shopping the story
to publishers, “I was able to
ask favors [and] twist arms
… on some people to get the
manuscript read over the past
10 or 12 years,” he explained,
“[and] I was able to get the
manuscript read by editors
at major houses in New York
City. They all had a chance
at it, and they all said, ‘Hey,
this is good, this is great, we
thoroughly enjoy it, but it’s
not marketable. We can’t
find anybody that’s willing to
put $50,000 to $100,000 into
putting this book out, so we
just don’t feel like there’s a slot
at the bookstore for it. You’re
doing great work, but we’re
gonna have to pass.’”
Although O’Brien said
he understands “that’s the
way it works” when it comes
to first-time authors and big
publishing houses that, quite
literally, must guarantee a
book will be “hit” before
money is invested into the
project, he said he still wasn’t
ready to give up on Judge
Development
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Fogg.
Renee
Fitzgerald,
founder and editor-in-chief
of the online Literary Road
publishing house, for one, is
delighted O’Brien stayed the
course, for it proved to be a
read she couldn’t let pass by.
“I’m not sure what
I saw that other agents/
editors didn’t,” Fitzgerald
said, referring to O’Brien’s
debut novel. “Those types of
agencies see a lot more books
than a smaller publisher
and are usually looking for
specific types of stories, so
maybe Judge Fogg didn’t fit
their mold.”
As for the Washingtonbased publisher, she said the
decision to publish O’Brien’s
book under the Literary Road
umbrella was a no-brainer.
“There
were
several
reasons I selected Judge Fogg,”
she explained, “[and] the first
one was that the characters
were very individual. Each
character is someone who has
real issues or problems, and
the reader can feel as if there
is a little bit of someone they
know in each character.
“The
second,”
she
continued, “was that the book
has a solid plot with a realistic
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ending. A lot of books do odd
twists and turns just to get a
happy ending. Judge Fogg
doesn’t have a happy ending.
It has a realistic ending, where
the characters find peace with
themselves and others. Like
real life, but more poignant.”
O’Brien, meanwhile, said
he’s thrilled Judge Fogg has
found a home with Literary
Road and, now, readers at
large.
“I think one of the
interesting parts here is that
the current publisher …
is an online publisher,” he
observed. “The editor is a
mom; she has two kids [and]
a husband who works. She has
a cadre of people who work
as freelancers and help her.
But it’s very low overhead; it’s
pretty much all online.”
Because Literary Road
is a small, primarily online
publisher, Fitzgerald is able to
take chances on new authors
such as O’Brien.
“They don’t have 10
editors on staff. They do not
have 50 promotional people
or a promotional tour budget
for their authors … or very
high rent to pay for their
offices in New York City,”
O’Brien remarked. “So in
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that sense, they’ve really done
something revolutionary for
the publishing business in
that they can take a chance
on something like my book,
which is perceived as not
being commercially viable,
because it’s not a mainstream
kind of title that can be made
into a miniseries or anything
like that.”
By his own admission,
Judge Fogg is “a one-shot title,
not an ongoing kind of series,”
and thanks to the business
savvy of Fitzgerald, it’s also
now a published work, but
one that O’Brien feels has
finally gotten its due.
“In the business sense,
[Literary Road is] very low
overhead, but they’ve done
a great job with the layout,
the cover, the promotion,
the line edit—all that stuff
is top notch,” said O’Brien,
who’s grateful his publisher’s
“current overhead has to be
thousands of dollars less than
someone else taking a chance
on a first-time novel in New
York City.”
Although his publishing
house is based in Seattle,
those who order O’Brien’s
book online in its print-on-

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence

continued on page 24

23

Book

continued from page 23
demand paperback version
[$13.99 each], somewhat
ironically, are doing business
in the writer’s own backyard.
That is, in addition to
readers having the option
to purchase an online-only
version of Judge Fogg to read
in an Adobe pdf format,
several of Literary Road’s titles,
including O’Brien’s book, are
available in paperback—and
overnight—with a simple click
of the computer mouse.
Thus, when a would-be
customer opts to purchase a
print-on-demand title from
Literary Road, that order
makes its way to Ingram
Books in La Vergne, where it’s
quickly published and shipped
to the buyer.
“[Fitzgerald] has three
titles that are available in print
form, but most of them are
only available online,” O’Brien
explained. “And when she
contracts with an author to do
a print-on-demand version of
a novel that is available, she
contacts Ingram here in La
Vergne, and they set up an
account … and they have the
Mass Comm

software that basically lays out
the book.”
Once the account with
Ingram is in place, online
booksellers—from Literary
Road’s home page to Amazon.
com and others—are able to
offer the title for sale on their
sites, as is the case with Judge
Fogg.
“If you go to those
particular Web sites, you will
be able to see the cover of
the book, you will see a short
sample of the book, you can
order it, and it will be printed
and delivered to your home
the next day, just as if you
were buying the Stephen King
book that came out recently,”
O’Brien remarked.
For Fitzgerald, “The printon-demand process basically
is a printer that only prints
when there is an order,” she
said. “It allows us to make
back our investment because
we don’t put thousands of
dollars into the printing.”
As for the online-only
versions of titles, the publisher
said she opted to offer such
a format so “people can
download a book and read
it from their computer or
mobile device” and because
“it’s always good to have more
Development
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ways to reach an audience.”
A Murfreesboro native,
O’Brien is buoyed by the
options
technology
has
afforded both readers and
authors, not to mention online
publishers, because without
such innovations, Judge Fogg
would likely still be in desk
drawer awaiting an audience.
“There’s nothing wrong
with being on the ground
floor, and I really feel like this
is the ground floor involving
literature like this,” said
O’Brien, who describes Judge
Fogg as “literary fiction in the
sense that it does not fit in a
particular kind of thriller,
science-fiction or romance
category in the bookstore.”
The novel, remarked
its author, is “a story about
African-American characters
written by a person who is
white, in the South, so in that
sense, I felt like I was able
to capture those characters,
because of my experience of
growing up in this area and
that sort of thing.”
Although
character
Charles Fogg is fictional, for
O’Brien, “In my mind, he is
very real. He is a person who,
at a very young age, decides
that he is going to make a
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difference in his community,
and he sees from the front
porch of his grandmother’s
apartment in the projects
in South Nashville, terrible
things going on, and he thinks
he can make a difference.”
Set in the 1960s through to
the ‘80s, readers journey with
the ever-ambitious Fogg who
grows up to become a police
officer at a time in Music City
when an African-American
police officer was quite rare,
said O’Brien, who adds that
much of the book is set against
the Civil Rights movement.
During his rise through the
ranks, Fogg “swims upstream”
and deals with “a lot of issues
and a lot of problems,” O’Brien
said, before ultimately going to
law school and later becoming
a judge.
“The
problem
this
character ran into is the
idea that the ends justify the
means,” he noted. “He came
into a situation where he
was able to take advantage
of a tragedy, and he took
that particular opportunity
and used the resources from
that opportunity, and his
justification for that was,
‘Well, this person didn’t need
this dirty money. I’m going
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to take this dirty money and
make it something I can use to
better myself, and by bettering
myself, I’m going to better the
community.’ And so that’s
what he does.”
Fogg, like the classic
character known as Othello,
O’Brien said, “was a man who
had great ambition but had
a flaw in his insecurities. He
comes from nothing … but
he has this notion that he can
become something, and so I
feel like Othello is that same
kind of character.”
As for those who might
balk at the notion of a white
author, O’Brien, attempting to
explore the feelings and issues
facing an African-American
character in the South, the
local writer says it’s a concern
that’s not lost on him.
“I did think of that and
was concerned about that,
and I’m still concerned about
that. What can I about it,
though?” O’Brien asked. “I
mean, I just feel like I can
only do the best that I can
do. I know that there may be
some feelings of resentment; I
know that there may be some
problems in the future if this
[book] becomes a big hit. And
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I know my intentions were
good in the exploration of this
particular story, and I felt like
I couldn’t have told it through
the eyes of a white American
in Nashville in the 1950s, ‘60s,
‘70s and ‘80s in the same way.
The dynamic would have been
different.
“I don’t know what it’s
like to be a black person, but
I have been discriminated
against,” he continued. “I
have felt alienated. I have felt
depressed because of who I
am, the way I look and that
sort of thing—everybody has.
I mean, everybody can relate
to that, so there are certain
parallels that I feel with
Charles just because I am who
I am.”
When all is said and done
in Judge Fogg, Charles—who
goes from police officer to
prosecutor, and finally, to
judge—is a victim of the “give
and take” and “compromise”
involved in the criminal
justice system.
“In a real sense, this story
is about someone who wants
to do good, even though in
Mass Comm

the end, he ends up in shackles
and in handcuffs; even at that
point, he still feels as though
he can do good,” O’Brien
said.
“The corruption of the best
is always the worst, and I really
wanted to explore what that
was like, and that’s basically
the theme of this particular
story. The characters that I
chose, I felt like this was the
best way of portraying that.”
As for whether he’ll be
a twice-published author,
O’Brien conceded he does have
his sophomore manuscript
under consideration with
Literary Road, and he’s hoping
for the best.
There’s
no
denying,
however, that O’Brien would
“like to be [published] at a big
house. I’d like to be on a book
tour. I’d like to have a milliondollar movie contract when
somebody wants to adapt a
story of mine into a film, and
I’d like to write the screenplay
for it; that’s why I learned to
write screenplays,” he said,
smiling. “But you know, you
take what you get when you
get it, and there’s no reason or
problem that has come up in
my life that time can’t seem to
figure out.”
Development

Class Notes
Lisbeth Couser (‘84)
is vice president of
Marketing Development
for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Middle
Tennessee.

Keith Ryan Cartwright
(‘01) is the content
manager for Pro Bull
Riders in Colorado
Springs.

Randy Himes (‘78)
is assistant national
executive director of
Sound Recordings and
executive director of
Nashville Local American
Federation of Television,
Radio and Recording
Artists, with offices
in Nashville and Los
Angeles.
Lindsey Huffman
Castleman (‘05) is a
program coordinator for
Restore Ministries of the
YMCA in Nashville.
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Kelly Hite (‘05) is the
head photographer for the
Murfreesboro Post.
Jill McWherter
Clendening (‘90)
is the marketing
communications manager
in the Anesthesiology
Department of Vanderbilt
University Medical Center.
Jerome Hruska (‘01) is
the public announcer
for the Washington
Nationals Major League
baseball team. He can
be heard introducing
President George Bush at
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7qCDX02DflM
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Donnie Castleman (’90)
is in Las Vegas working
on several musical
projects, as well as
running a tax business in
the daytime.
Tara Leurs (‘06) is
working for the
Tennessee Department of
Tourism news bureau in
Nashville.
Jennifer Farrar (‘07) is a
public relations specialist
for the Tennessee
Department of Labor,
Tennessee Occupational
Safety and Health
Administration.
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Chair Brings Gore, Wales,
Seigenthaler to Same Stage
USA Today
Columnist Lectures,
p. 27

By Kelley Ferguson

On March 27, former Vice
President Al Gore put his Nobel Peace Prize to work diDoes Hillary Frighten
recting a discussion about the
You?, p. 28
Internet between Wikipedia
co-founder Jimmy Wales and
Gender Trumps Race First Amendment champion
in Primary, p. 29
John Seigenthaler.
Their discussion centered
around the balance of free
Daily Me Creates
speech on the Internet and
More Extremism
the importance of protecting
people from defamation.
Panel Talks About
“The number of people
Blogging, p. 33
who can be hurt by the Internet is much larger [than other
Seignethaler and
mediums],” said Seigenthaler.
Wales Discuss
Seigenthaler spoke earlier
Wikipedia, p. 34
in the day about the misrepresentations written about him
CNN Anchor Speaks on Wikipedia.
“The irony is, this is someon Race in Media,
one who is in defense of
p. 35
the First Amendment,” said
Wales, who also spoke earlier
in the day about the benefits
of Wikipedia.
All three seemed to recognize the importance of
Mass Comm
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minimizing the regulation of
speech on the Internet, but at
the same time see the need to
protect innocent people from
being hurt.
Gore drew an analogy
between Wikipedia and the
Constitution, where administrators on Wikipedia are
similar to legislators.
“When we see social problems online, we should look
at it in the same way as you
would in constructing the
Constitution,” said Wales.
Seigenthaler was concerned with the lack of checks
and balances on Wikipedia
“I won’t feel good about
the potential of the Internet
until there is the same integrity and passion for access.
I don’t feel there is the same
passion for finding the truth,”
said Seigenthaler.
Gore presented a small
lecture about the history of
the Internet and communication before joining the
stage with Seigenthaler and
Wales.
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John Seigenthaler, Al Gore, and Jimmy Wales discuss free speech on the
Interet March 27 at the KUC.
Photo by Jennifer Kirk

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence Facts

by Kelley Ferguson
• The Chair funds programs in
• The full title is the John Seigenthe College of Mass Commuthaler Chair of Excellence in
nication that focus on First
First Amendment Studies.
Amendment rights.
• The Chair was started in 1986 • Over the years, the Chair has
to pay tribute to John Seigenfunded several seminars, has
thaler’s commitment to free
sponsored research on First
expression.
Amendment issues and has
brought significant chairhold• John Seigenthaler has worked as
ers and noteworthy lecturers
president, editor and publisher
to MTSU.
of The Tennessean; editorial
director for USA Today; chair- • This semester saw the introducman for the Freedom Forum
tion of retired News Channel
First Amendment Center at
5 broadcast journalist Chris
Vanderbilt University, and is
Clark as the new chairholder
a nationwide spokesman for
of the Seigenthaler Chair of
First Amendment freedoms.
Excellence.
EMC
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USA Today Columnist Lectures at MTSU

a more critical consumer of
journalism. Always ask the
question why in journalism,”
said Wickham.
Wickham began his career
in journalism in 1973. During his career, he has worked
for CBS News, Baltimore’s The
Evening Sun and The Sun, U.S.
News and World Report, Black
Enterprise and presently for
USA Today and Gannett News
Service.
The lecture was sponsored
by the Seigenthaler Chair of
Excellence in First Amendment Studies and the Black
History Committee as part of
Black History Month.

By Kelley Ferguson
USA Today columnist
DeWayne Wickham lectured about “Race, the Media, and Presidential Politics:
The Truth about the Fact” at
MTSU on Feb. 7.
Wickham spoke about the
history of journalism and the
press throughout time and
how it has played a part in every election.
“That which is fact, is not
always truth,” said Wickham.
The most recent example
of this cited by Wickham
resides with Barak Obama.
Wickham pointed out that
in 1988, Newsweek branded
Jesse Jackson the “Candidate
of Change.”
According to Wickham,
this is a title heard surrounding the current Obama campaign.
“Prior to Super Tuesday,
there was very little that has
happened in the Obama campaign that would suggest that
he had a better chance of winning than Jesse Jackson,” said
Wickham, referring to an article that claimed Obama was
Mass Comm

DeWayne Wickham

the first black candidate to
have a real chance at winning.
Aside from urging journalists and future journalists
to find the truth behind the
Development

fact, Wickham also offered
additional advice.
“Put things in context,
that’s how we get the truth
from the fact. Make yourself
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Does the Thought of Hillary as President
Inspire you or Frighten you?

Does the thought of Sen. Hillary Clinton being elected president inspire you or frighten you? There’s a good chance that
whatever you feel, you feel strongly about it.
On March 31, nationally known editor Susan Morrison explored these strong
and varied reactions
to Clinton at MTSU,
especially by women
and the media.
The lecture was
held at the Keathley
University
Center
Theater and was free
and open to the public.
The Seigenthaler
Chair of Excellence
in First Amendment
Studies
sponsored
this event in honor
of Women’s History
Month.
Morrison is the editor of the book Thirty
Ways of Looking at
Hillary: Reflections by
Women Writers. She
has been the articles
editor of The New
Yorker for 11 years.
She also was editorSusan Morrison
Mass Comm
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in-chief of The New York Observer, a founding editor of
Spy magazine and features director at Vogue.
“I’m interested in the way
voters, women in particular,
take Hillary Clinton so personally,” said Morrison.
“When her name comes
up, the mood changes: people
raise their voices, their faces
get red. She inspires more
passionate reactions [pro and
con] than most other politicians do.”
In the book she edited,
Morrison asked 30 female
literary writers to examine
their emotional reactions to
Clinton, setting aside policy
issues.
“I think that here in 2008,
we all tend to consider ourselves so evolved and sophisticated that we assume we are
gender-blind [and race-bind],”
she said.
“But many of the visceral
reactions that people, and the
media, have to Clinton suggest that her gender plays a
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big, perhaps unacknowledged
role.
“Do we expect different
qualities from a woman leader than we do from a male
leader? Do we expect her to
be softer, tougher and not as
tough? By extension, I think
it’s fascinating to watch how
the media reacts to her and to
[Sen. Barack] Obama, the first
black contender with a real
chance. If you watch the coverage of the campaign closely,
all kinds of gender glitches
surface: for example, when
Clinton’s opponents were extremely combative with her in
a debate, some commentators
claimed that they ‘ganged up
on her’ in an ungentlemanly
way, and others have pointed
to some of Obama’s debate
behavior as ‘unchivalrous.’ It’s
clear that there is much more
than policy and experience at
work in the way we react to
the candidates.”
Morrison signed copies of
her book at the conclusion of
her talk.
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Panelists: Gender Trumps Race in
Democratic Presidential Primary
By Katie Cash and
Kim Harris Mullins

While they debated the
impact of sexism and racism
on the Democratic primary,
all on the panel discussion
of “Women, the Media and
the 2008 Presidential Election” agreed Americans want
someone to move the country
forward.

Dr. Maurine Beasley, professor of journalism at the
University of Maryland; Vanderbilt University School of
Law Professor Carol Swain;
and Rita Henley Jensen,
founder and editor in chief of
Women’s eNews responded to
questions asked by moderator and Director of the Sei-

Women’s eNews founder and Editor in Chief Rita Henley Jensen introduced the Web site as part of “Get Your Voice Heard: How to be Published by Women’s eNews and Other Media Outlets” during “Women,
Politics and the Press” March 18 at the KUC. photo by Kim Harris Mullins
Mass Comm
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genthaler Chair of Excellence
in First Amendment Studies
Beverly Keel during an afternoon of “Women, Politics and
the Press: Historical Roots
and Current Contexts” March
18 at MTSU’s Keathley University Center Theater.
Keel opened discussion by
asking whether Sen. Hillary
Clinton is treated differently
than a white male counterpart
or Sen. Barrack Obama.
The panelists agreed that
gender was a bigger barrier
than race, with Jensen and
Swain attributing the difference to the country’s JudeoChristian background that
does not see women as heads
of state.
Beasley cited a poll where
12 percent of respondents
said they would never vote for
a woman, and 7 percent said
they would never vote for an
African-American for president. She thought the percentages were understated, as
respondents sought to please
the surveyors.
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“It’s the elephant in the
room that no one speaks of,”
Beasley said.
Jensen noted the fight over
the Fifteenth Amendment split
the Suffragists’ Movement in
two, when female abolitionists, who fought for the right
of African-Americans to vote,
were denied the same right.
This history has led some to
speculate an African-American male will be elected president before a white female.
Jensen said the media discussion about the Democratic
presidential primary has not
been so much about sexism,
as it has been about racism.
“It’s hard to disentangle
sexism from racism,” Swain,
who is African-American,
said. “Some of my progressive friends aren’t voting for
THAT woman.”
She later said that among
middle-aged, liberal white
women in academia, there is a
lot of resentment that Obama
hasn’t played by the rules.
“I feel that resentment,”
Jensen said. “There is that
reality in every aspect of corporate or business life when
a young guy comes in and
breezes right by you with his
100-watt smile.”
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Swain said experience has
not been the problem she
thought it would be.
The three women disagreed
when asked whether there still
is such a thing as women’s issues.
“At one time, fair credit
and sexual harassment were
considered women’s issues,”
Swain said. “A lot of women’s
and race issues have been addressed. Social class is more
of an obstacle now.”
Jensen countered, “I respect my colleague’s opinion,
but heartily disagree,” citing
states’ restrictions on abortion,
the maternal death rate from
“botched” abortions rising for
the first time in decades in the
U.S., the rise of sexually transmitted diseases among teens,
the economy and the high rate
at which women are still dying
from domestic violence.
“Well, that’s a mouthful.
Abortion is a societal issue,
not a woman’s issue. What
kind of nation do we want to
be?” Swain asked. “I’m telling
pregnant women to stay away
from guys named Peterson.”
For her final question, Keel
asked the panelists if they had
any advice for Hillary.
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“Eleanor [Roosevelt] conveyed her heart,” Jensen said.
“Hillary really hasn’t conveyed her heart and vision of
what she would do.”
Swain said she should
be herself, win or lose. “Get
away from PC. We’re tired
of all these niceties where we
hold our tongues. We need to
value our free speech.”
Beasley said, “I would like
to see Hillary keep on the high
road.”
Jensen echoed the thoughts
of all three panelists, “We want
them to shape up and get to
the issues.”
Prior to the panel discussion, Beasley spoke about
“The American Media’s History of Political Coverage,” during which she compared Hillary Clinton’s campaign and
her time in the White House
to Eleanor Roosevelt’s life and
time in the White House.
Roosevelt’s decisions and
accomplishments while first
lady somewhat paved the way
for future first ladies and other
political women in action and
movement, Beasley said.
Mass Comm

Roosevelt favored female
journalists, even including
them in her private life, and
was thus covered by the media
the way she wanted to be. She
was one of the first women to
use radio.
Beasley said Clinton was
largely the only other first
lady to take political actions,
traveling and giving speeches
on issues, such as health care.
Jensen concluded the
afternoon’s events with “Get
Your Voice Heard: How to be
Published by Women’s eNews
and Other Media Outlets.”
Jensen noted there are only
three syndicated female op-ed
writers, and women as a focus
in newspaper stories accounted for only 2.7 percent during
the week and 3 percent on
Sundays, including wedding
and engagement announcements.
Thirty percent of “clout”
jobs in journalism are held by
women, while women make
up 60-70 percent of students
in journalism schools, she
said.
So, Jensen created Women’s eNews.
Through a McCormick
Tribune Foundation grant,
Development

Dr. Carol Swain, Maurine Beasley and Rita Henley Jensen discuss gender and race in the 2008
Photo by Kim Harris Mullins
Presidential election March 18 at the KUC.
Women’s eNews is able to
recruit and pay students for
their stories. She encourages
prospective writers to pick an
issue they know, research it
and craft a pitch.
Women’s eNews has used
about 600 writers since 2000.
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Jensen said Women’s eNews has one or two male contributors who write consistently for the publication.
To see Women’s eNews,
visit www.womensenews.org.
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Chris Clark
continued from the front page
sion news had to travel in order to gain protection order
to gain protection under the
First Amendment.
Clark recounted the story
of the CBS broadcast “The
Selling of the Pentagon” and
how the ensuing government
attempts to seize the broadcast’s outtakes. The reporters’
notes led to a court case that
would finally grant television
news First Amendment protection.
“Congress was sick of television interfering with public policy,” Clark said. “Was
television covered by the
First Amendment? We didn’t
know, but we were about to
find out.”
Clark said that the government was ultimately looking
to become the final editor in
the broadcast news process.
“Editors are editing. Governments are not for editing,”
said Clark.
Though television has
gained First Amendment protection, Clark cautioned that
the conflict between the govMass Comm

ernment and free expression
is not over and would press
on to newer battles over newer mediums.
“Mark my words, Congress
will make a run at controlling
the Internet,” said Clark. “We
don’t want the government to
say who can have a blog.”
Clark made pocket-sized
copies of the First Amendment available for attendees
to pick up when the event was
over.
Clark was news anchor
at WTVF News Channel 5
for 41 years before retiring
in 2007. He was the longesttenured news anchor in the
Nashville market.

Sunstein Warns ‘Daily Me’
Creates More Extremism
By Kelley Ferguson

With the Keathley University Center theatre full of students, professors and visitors,
University of Chicago Professor Cass Sunstein lectured
against the personalization of
Internet media.
Sunstein cited the New York
Times’
www.mytimes.com,
and www.dailyme.com as two

personalized news sources he
is concerned about.
These sites allow the user to
choose the types of stories they
wish to receive.
When they view the news,
it will omit the stories that
aren’t part of their preferred
interests.
“My problem with the Daily Me is that a story you never
would have chosen in advance

Sunstein and Dr. Ed Kimbrell speak after Sunstein’s lecture.

may have the biggest impact,”
said Sunstein.
Sunstein cited a study he
conducted as to why personalized news sources are of concern.
The study was conducted in
Boulder, Colo., a traditionally
liberal city, and in Colorado
Springs, Colo., a traditionally
more conservative city.
Both groups included 30
people who were prescreened
to have similar views and best
represent the city they were
from.
The group in Boulder was
given the topics of climate
change and affirmative action
to discuss. Their thoughts on
the topics were recorded before and after they were given
the opportunity to discuss.
The conclusion was that
the group had more extreme
thoughts after the discussion
versus their original thoughts.
The group in Colorado
Springs discussed global

Photo by Kelley Ferguson
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continued from page 31
warming. Their pre-recorded
thoughts showed that most
were skeptical about global
warming before speaking as a
group. After their group discussion, the group as a whole
believed global warming was a
hoax.
“The studies show that
deliberation amongst likeminded people creates more
extremism,” said Sunstein.
Sunstein concluded with
two reasons to get the news in
its unrestricted form; the opportunity for unanticipated
exposure to ideas and shared
experiences.
“This is healthy for the exchange of information; it can
even breed political engagement,” said Sunstein.
Sunstein is author of Republican.com 2.0, the Karl N.
Llewellyn Professor of Jurisprudence at the University of
Chicago Law School and Department of Political Science
and is the author of numerous
books, including Democracy
and the Problem of Free Speech,
The Partial Constitution and
After the Rights Revolution.
Mass Comm

MTSU Professor Opens Discussion
on Racial Issues in the Media
By Steven Cope
EMC Assistant Professor Jennifer Woodard illustrated how black women
are portrayed in the media
during “Under Represented, Over Exposed: People of
Color in the Media,” a daylong event April 15 at the
Keathley University Center
Theater.
The main focus of her
presentation was to discuss
the four recurring stereotypes throughout western
media history.
“Which, unfortunately,
are not really shifting over
time,” said Woodard.
“Black women have been
historically defined within
the boundaries of these four
controlling images imposed
upon them by a white male
power structure during
slavery,” said Woodard.
These four major stereotypes, which can be seen
reoccurring throughout the
media, are referred to as the
Development

Mammy, Matriarch, Welfare Mother/Queen and the
Sexual Siren.
“[The Mammy] is characterized as a loyal domestic
servant in which she loves,
takes care of and provides
for her white family over
her own,” said Woodard. A
modern example of which
can be found in Nell Carter in the sitcom “Gimme a
Break.”
“[The Matriarch] represents the image of the
black woman as a mother
within the black home with
its images of a controlling,
emasculating black woman
who dictates to both her
children and her man their
place in her home,” said
Woodard. The comedian
Mo’Nique in her role as the
mother Nikki in “The Parkers” is a modern example of
the Matriarch.
“[The Welfare Mother/
Queen] is an updated image
that stems from when slaveowners wanted black women to reproduce more slaves
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and characterized them as
beasts. They have no desire
to work and are content to
live off of the state,” said
Woodard. A good example
is Persia White, who plays
Lynn on “Girlfriends,” a
character who didn’t hold
down a job until the fourth
season.
“[The Sexual Siren] is
the sexually aggressive,
uncaring Jezebel image in
which she cares for nothing
but her own sexual satisfaction and material gain,”
said Woodard. Many examples exist today, such
as Lil’ Kim, Foxy Brown
or any of the video girls in
today’s rap videos, such as
Buffy the Body.
However, according to
Woodard, there are some
modern examples of black
women who break these
stereotypes.
“A modern example that
seems to defy and exemplify the Mammy stereotype is
Oprah,” said Woodard.
She attributes this to the
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Dr. Jennifer Woodard
fact that while Oprah is a
nurturer, she is also an incredible
businesswoman
and an overall three-dimensional person.
Other examples are Tyra
Banks, who is often in favor of encouraging positive
body images for women in
the media and Dr. Miranda
Bailey, played by Chandra
Wilson on “Grey’s Anatomy.”
Woodard teaches Race,
Class and Gender in Media
which discusses all forms of
stereotyping, including racism, sexism, homophobia
and class.
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Panel Discusses Bloggers, Online Journalism
By Reed Johnson

Students and alumni who
post blogs on their MySpace
or Facebook accounts could
open themselves up to a defamation lawsuit.
As part of the Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence in
First Amendment Studies
lecture and discussion series,
attorneys Cass Sunstein and
Charles Sizemore; president
of Media Bloggers Association Robert Cox; Dr. Karen
B. Dunlap, president of the
Poynter Institute; and New
York Times Deputy Managing Editor Jonathan Landman
spoke to a crowd of nearly 200
people in the Keathley University Center Theatre March 27
during their panel discussion
on “Bloggers, Online Defamation and Internet Journalism.”
“Blogs have inherent legal
and operational risks in terms
of liability,” Cox said.
Cox pointed out that while
the spirit of blogging is intended to be both light-hearted and controversial, many
bloggers are not aware they
could be sued for defamation.
Mass Comm

“Even anonymous postings
[that are defamatory] could
lead to subpoenas seeking the
identity of the [author],” Cox
warned. “The vast majority of
blogging cases are defamation
cases with copyright infringement not far behind. My advice to people is: don’t blog
when you’re angry at someone.”
Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence Director and Department of Recording Industry
Professor Beverly Keel mod- Robert Cox, Karen Dunlap, Jonathan Landman, Charles Sizemores
Photo by photo services
erated the discussion and be- and Cass Sunstein discuss blogging on March 27.
gan by saying that according
to a recent poll, 65 percent of false Facebook profile, claim- causes people damage. That’s
those polled think bloggers ing to be a member of the the line. And don’t cross that
are important to journalism.
royal family and was promptly line.”
“Forty percent of Internet arrested.
Sunstein, who also teaches
users read blogs,” Keel said.
law
and politics at the UniverSizemore, who is repre“That’s double the number of senting a plaintiff in Davidson sity of Chicago, went further
people that watch the televi- County who has sued three than just suggesting bloggers
sion news.”
anonymous bloggers for defa- should know the law.
Cox noted that the most mation and invasion of privaSunstein said the First
common ways for an indi- cy, said that most bloggers do Amendment should not be
vidual to open themselves to not have a full understanding used as an excuse to violate
a lawsuit are to take personal of libel laws.
someone’s privacy or defame
feuds to blogging sites, de“We’re all presumed to them, and he suggested that
fame real estate developers, or know the law, but the real- libel laws could be stricter in
create fake social networking ity of it is, we don’t,” he said. some instances.
profiles such as the case when “But you can’t lie about people
“Bloggers get ample breatha Moroccan man created a knowingly in a manner that ing room for free speech,”
Development
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he said. “The Constitution’s
breathing space is not total,
and that’s good.”
Sunstein explained that the
Supreme Court has not made
a clear decision regarding
the balance between privacy
rights in the blogosphere and
free speech as guaranteed by
the Bill of Rights.
“In an Internet era, we
want to be very delicate with
the balance and not wave the
First Amendment flag as if it
solves the hard problems, because it doesn’t,” he said.
But some individuals on
the panel suggested the various court cases that further
defined the First Amendment
are not applicable to the Internet.
Landman referenced a
court case in which a Web site
divulged a company’s trade
secrets and a federal court ordered the site shut down.
“Whatever
the
First
Amendment may say [about
cases like this] is impractical
because things spread instantaneously [on the Internet],
and it’s everywhere,” he said.
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Panel

continued from page 33
The discussion among
the panelists covered topics
anywhere from court cases
where bloggers were sued to
how the overwhelming presence of blogs is changing traditional journalism.
“Some bloggers have even
been picked up by traditional
news outlets,” Cox said.
He added that while some
bloggers are honest and objective, some simply are not.
“Bloggers are more willing to run with a story,” Cox
said. “Bloggers will compete
with each other and are more
willing to embellish and add
their piece to the story.”
Dunlap said some bloggers have been instrumental
in gaining attention for certain stories the mainstream
media overlooked.
And when Keel asked the
panelists if bloggers should be
considered journalists, their
response was unanimous, but
not straightforward.
They said some are, and
some aren’t.
The discussion was held
as part of the Seigenthaler
Mass Comm

Chair of Excellence’s symposium “Accuracy, Privacy and
the World Wide Web: The
First Amendment and the Internet.” Lectures and discussions were held across campus
throughout the day.
The symposium ended with
“The Internet and Your Child:
What Parents Need to Know,”
a panel discussion designed to
provide parents with the facts
they need to raise children in
the Internet age.
The panel was moderated
by Becky Alexander, assistant
professor of education, and
included Anna Benson, who
works in the Metro Nashville
Public School system, and
Detective Sgt. Eric Anderson, supervisor of the Tennessee Regional Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force
Office at the Franklin, Tenn.
police department.
The panel also included
Alexander’s son, Eldridge
Alexander, a senior at Riverdale High School to interject
a teenager’s point of view into
the discussion.
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Seigenthaler and Wales Discuss the
Wonderful World of Wikipedia

By Katie Cash
The founder of Wikipedia, Jim Wales, and the man
defamed by Wikipedia, John
Seigenthaler, discussed “The
Wonderful World of Wikipedia: Sinbad, Fuzzy Zoeller, Ann
Coulter and Me” on March
27 in the Keathley University
Center Theater.
Seigenthaler spoke regarding his concerns about the
Internet. His first concern
was credibility and reliability.
The second was his belief that
government will never get its
regulatory arms around the
Internet.
Seigenthaler discussed his
runaround with Wikipedia
and the things that were put on
the site pertaining to his time
in the White House.
He showed examples of
Wikipedia’s history of Sinbad,
Ann Coulter and himself.
These examples showed lack of
credibility on Wikipedia’s part.
Seigenthaler talked about
his search for the writer of
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his biography on Wikipedia can add anything and they can
and thanked Wales for his as- edit and cite others’ informasistance on the case. Through tion.
all of it, Seigenthaler had only
Wales discussed their polione question, “Why is it there? cies and procedures on joinWhy are these things still on ing, writing and editing.
the site if they are untrue, even
Wales said Wikia is a sort of
if it is in the history portion, it large forum. It is more than a
does not belong there.”
dictionary, more than an encyFollowing
Seigenthaler, clopedia. It is comprised of all
Wales took the stage.
things people know about and
He spoke on, “The Future want others to know about. It
of Free Culture: Challenges, is creating a resource unlike
Changes and Opportunities.” any other.
For a brief moment, he dis“Let’s change the world,”
cussed erroneous information Wales concluded.
in Seigenthaler’s biography.
He apologized
and said Wikipedia
had taken precautions to reduce errors in living biographies.
Wales described
Wikipedia as a radical encyclopedia,
attempting to be
the, “sum of all human knowledge.”
Photo by Burgundy Carl
It is free, any one
Jimmy Wales speaks on Wikipedia.
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CNN Anchor Speaks on Race in the Media

By Reed Johnson

CNN anchor Fredricka
Whitfield had some advice
for the MTSU faculty and
students who gathered in the
Keathley University Center
Theater April 15 to hear her
lecture “Underreported and
Overexposed: People of Color
in the Media”: when it comes
to racial issues in the mass
media, the best way to avert
conflict is by being sensitive.
In an event cosponsored
by the Black History Month
Committee and the Seigen-

CNN Anchor
Fredricka Whitfield

Photo by photo services
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thaler Chair of Excellence,
Whitfield spoke to a crowd of
nearly 100.
“It’s so important to be
open-minded and flexible in
journalism,” Whitfield said.
Whitfield told personal
stories throughout her lecture,
recounting her experiences as
an African-American in the
news business.
“As a broadcast journalist,
you tend to become a public
figure,” she said, noting that it
was not uncommon to be approached and recognized by
strangers. “We were out doing a story one day, and this
man comes up to me and says
‘So, what are you?’”
Whitfield said that after
she told the man she was an
American, he persisted and
asked her where her parents
were from.
“He wanted me to have a
label. He didn’t want to see
me as simply another human
being,” she said. “[At this early time in my career], when
I’m trying to perfect my craft,
I had no idea I had to prepare
myself for other people’s conDevelopment

ceived notions.”
Whitfield said she calmly
told the man both her parents
were from south Texas and
that she was a black American.
“I think the curtness of
his question and the curtness
of my answer may have been
exactly what is needed to keep
the dialogue [about racial issues in society] going,” she
said. “Sometimes we just can’t
presume to all understand
each other. Whether you’re
black, Hispanic or Asian, we
can all look, sound and be different. And let it be just that.”
Whitfield also told the audience about another time in
her career when a co-worker
told her she had only been
hired because she was black.
“When that happens, all
you can do is keep your chin
up, do the job, take on the
task, and prove that you’re
there because you’re qualified,” Whitfield said.
From an image consultant
telling her that her nose was
too wide to another consultant telling her she needed to
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wear shorter skirts, Whitfield
said the best way to increase
the understanding of diversity
is through communication.
“In the newsroom, engage
in conversation, be mindful of each other, and don’t
point fingers,” she said. “Let’s
be conscientious. Let’s be
thoughtful.”
Whitfield pointed out that
sensitivity in regards to race is
also needed in the reporting
of stories.
If a doctor is needed for
an interview, she said, interview a black doctor, and if a
teacher is needed, interview a
white male teacher, instead of
a white female teacher. Whitfield urged the audience to depart from stereotypes whenever possible when writing
and broadcasting stories.
She also stressed the importance of having a newsroom staff that was racially
proportional to the region it
serves.
“You have to embrace
who you are, and you have to
help other people understand
sometimes,” Whitfield said.
WMOT

During the question and
answer session that followed
her lecture, Whitfield was
asked about the future of diversity in America.
“It would be difficult in a
country as diverse as we are,
for a newsroom not to be diverse,” she said. “I have to be
hopeful that we are always
evolving, but we still have a
ways to go.”
Based in Atlanta, Whitfield is currently the anchor of
the weekend edition of “CNN
Newsroom” and also works as
a correspondent, reporting on
breaking news events worldwide.
Since joining CNN in
2002, Whitfield has reported
from Iraq and Afghanistan
and covered the arrests in
the arson cases involving African-American churches in
Alabama.
Whitfield won the Associated Press’ Reporter of the
Year Award in 1988, and in
2002, her alma mater, Howard
University, named her Alumna of the Year.
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