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The Parsons-Bruce Art
Association proudly hosts not-
ed art histonan and South
Boston, resident Lee Sandstead
on Thursday, Sept. 11 at 7:30
p-m. at the Pnzery to discuss
the history of stained glass as
seen in Halifax County. Recep
tion to follow

Free and open
to the public
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West, stained glass
became the dominant form
in churches starting around
1100 AD But as we travel up
and down North Main Street in
South Boston and look at the
churches that have
glass, notes Sandstead, few
know the history of this
thrilling medium or how our
stained glass here in southern
Virginia is the product of a
much-larger cultural phenome-
na known as the American
Stained Glass Movement

This illustrated presentation
will detail the development of
the American Stained Glass
movement, from its beginnings
to its climax. Fueled by the
fierce competition between
two New York City artists—-
John La Farge and L.C
Tiffany--Americans filled their
homes, churches and public
spaces with stained glass.
Sandstead will survey some of
America's greatest master-
pieces, as well as survey some
of the best glass to be seen in
Halifax County.

Sandstead says: “When |
give tours on the history of
stained glass at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art in New
York City, these tours are usu-
ally the hardest to fill. Sadly,
most people are just not fired
up for stained glass. But at the
end of each tour, the people are
s excited, they come back to
the same tour two, three and
four times. I even had to com-
fort one grandmother, who so
was deeply saddened by how
much has been forgotten about
stained glass-that her eyes
teared up! That's a true story!"

Sandstead a national reputa-
tion as an exciting and dramat-
ic speaker about art, and he has
gained a significant following
in southern Virginia during the
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An example of stained glass from First Baptist Church in
South Boston. Sandstead will speak how this piece of glass-
and much more from Halifax County-has its roots in the art
of two New York City artists: John La Farge and Louis
Comfort Tiffany.

[Ll\l two years From institu-
tions such as Danville Muscum
of Fine Arts in History,
Danville Community College,
The University of Richmond,
and The Southern Virginia
Higher  Education = Center,
Sandstead motivates audiences
10 look at art. As South Boston
local Jane Edmonds says: “I'll
never miss a presentation by
Lee Sandstead!!!"

Wendy Fuller, past president
and current board member of
Parsons-Bruce, says: “It is a
great pleasure to have such a
distinguished and knowledge-
able gentlemen represent Par-
sons-Bruce on this night. And
since this presentation is free
and open to the public-we want
the world there!"

Recently, Sandstead has
been chosen to be the keynote
speaker at the Virginia Art
Education Association's annual
conference in Chantilly, Va, in
November. “Since there will
be about a thousand people in
the audience for that presenta-
tion,” says Sandstead, “it will

be a fantastic experience for
me (o learn from this organiza-
tion and learn from their own
community-based art experi-
ences.”

I'he Parsons-Bruce Art
Association is a nonsprofit,
all-volunteer organization
whose members believe that
art is for everyone. Since 1976
Parsons-Bruce has been an
indispensable font of visual art
from eye-popping exhibits to
hands-on classes and every-
thing in between. Its sole mis-
sion is to serve the community.
Parsons-Bruce sponsors art
clusses in a variety of media
for all ages, a monthly classic
and independent film  series,
art_exhibits, speakers, work-
shops, commissioned artwork,
museum trips, student artist
scholarships and even poetry
readings. Parsons-Bruce has
received grants from the Vir-
ginia Commission for the Arts,
partners with the Virginia
Musceum of Fine Arts and is a
major fund-raiser for The Priz-
ery with its biennial art gala,
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“An Aflair of the Arts.”

Lee Sandstead, host of Trav-
¢l Channel's “Art Attack with
Lee Sandstead,” has travelled
all over the world examining
stained glass.

In 2003, he was given the
opportunity of a lifetime to
1,300 mausoleums
and photograph their stained

enter over

glass. He has lectured at such
notable institutions as: Har-
vard, Duke, Yale and New

York University

“Come on!",says Sandstead
“This lecture is years in the
making and will be one heck
of a nde!™




